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B, who was an officer of Chang-chiin’s command with a weak power:
in ’31, between ’33 and ’36, grew to grasp the military and financial
power which Chang-chitn had in ’39 to hold eighty thousand soldiers
and forty million min #% revenue a year; this rapid development was
due not only to his personal talent, but to the readjustment policy by
the Nan-sung dynasty.

Peacock’s Standpoint

——religious controversy in the middle of the fifteenth century—-

by
Michikazu Matsuura

This article explains the then expression of social discontent and a.
corresponding trend of the ruling class, through the religious . contro-
versy in the middle fifteenth century, by taking the concrete aspects.
of the Lollards movement in the so-called “underground movement”
period, explaining how their teaching appealed to common people, and
examining the Peacock’s objection from analysis of his book “ Not to
over-condemn the priests.”

Peacock stood against the Lollards teaching as a spokesman of the
Lancaster administration, the then ruling class, and he could no longer
criticise it from the traditional catholic standpoint, having no choice
but to persuade the Lollards sect by making his own thesis ‘judge-
ment of reason’ and ‘law of nature’ sperior to the Bible, by which he
had to be tried as a heretic.

His tragedy reflected the difficulties of the then society, of which.
he was a victim.

(158)



