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the main commodity of commerce, problems of measurement are
a major concern. Prof. Keigo Hogetsu has already published his
excellent work on this problem. In this article I have relied on
the A2 (Documents of the Kyo-masu Za) which I had oc-
casion to peruse and have tried to throw light on the formation
and structure of the Masu Za which was part of the Bakufu’s
system for controlling commerce. The Kyo-masu Za came under
the subordinates of the House of Nakai, Chief Carpenters, with
their close relationship to the Bakufu. Thus they received the
Bakufu’s supervision and the privileges of special protection in
production and prices of masu. This analysis, as well as illustra-
ting certain features of the system of privileged monopoly, also
clarifies some aspects of the feudal lords’ control of the market.

The Significance of B (Tax) and £ (Levies) among
the Burdens on the Tang People
~——The Vocabulary of the §§#iF{4y System in Tang Law——

by
Senyu Nishimura

As 1 wrote previously in an article entitled “ The Significance
of B and #f in the Ledgers and Registers of Western Wei” in
the Far Eastern History Review, Vol. 20, Nos. 1 and 2, the ap-
propriations from the people under the #H (Land Division)
system of the Northern Dynasties period in China can be divided
into the two categories of tax and levies. Similar principles of
classification are applicable in the ¥/ systems of the Swe and
Tang Dynasties. Therefore, I would like to discuss the taxes and
levies of the Tang period as an extension of my previous article.

As the Tang period was the period of the breakdown of the
¥ system which had continued and developed from the time
of the Northern Dynasties, and the period of the appearance of
a new system of taxation called the WFiE (Two-Tax System),
the relation between the old and new systems as well as the pro-
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blem of B and 3 must be considered. But the general discussion
of W and FHH{ systems involves many problems with wide ra-
mifications and therefore, in this article I have confined myself
mainly to a discussion of the terminoclogy of the taxation system.
To enumerate the main points: 1.) Terms such as #4%, B,

4, and g itself in the E#r (Tang Laws) and #igk (Commen-
taries) signify exactions in kind for various taxes or labour levies.
2.) WFE is generally considered to refer to payment of money for
relief from the labour levy, and as this was applied as part of
the salaries of officials, their salaries came to be known as Fikt
and B#, and later offiicial incomes were called ‘E#t and 7.
3.) 5 was levied against T % (adults) and was fixed at a certain
rate by the Laws, while Bf was levied against income and profits
from fixed or other assets. 4.) Even though the FRi#¥ maintained
a fixed total revenue from all taxation, as the object of taxation
shifted from individuals to household property, the old form of
legally equalized levies against individuals disappeared. That is,
B (tithes) and g (levies) gave way to B{ (taxes). 5.) However,
as the levies of both central and provincial governments, whether
in the form of tithes or taxes, were both actually maintained at
fixed totals, from this point of view they were similar in nature.
Perhaps this is the reason why both taxes were called either &
Bl or Bif.

English Economic Trends on the Eve of Colonization
by

Takeomi Ochi

For the generation breathing the air of the mid-twentieth cen-
tury it is unavoidable, and even right, to think of national pro-
blems in accordance with the international circumstances. This
is, however, a new experience for a nation which has been
secluded intellectually and politically from the outer world for
the greater part of her history. Self-sufficed in such a community,
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