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Officials and the Degeneration of Ritsuryo #4 Government
at the Beginning of the Heian E%7 Era

by

Sojun Sato

In spite of the dissolving public AR and the tumultuous landholding
and tax-bearing systems, it is the fact that Ritsuryo #4 government
could develop at any rate; and it is also established that the fact was
substantially due to the immaturity of the class power to take the
place of the ruling class in Ritsuryo government. A study on the
aspect of direct governing enables us to understand it by analysing
the then officials...... especially Kokushi EH]...... taken for “ Ryori” BEH
by the state. They, “ Ryori”, had, in spite of the very officials of
Ritsuryo government, the reality that had never been seen before.

To demonstrate it, this article, starting from the judgement of the
importance of Rikkokushi 7<XE¥ as a source book, traces to its cause
of entrance on the stage and is to reach for its historical character.
The opinion that the dissolving process of Rifsuryo government with
verious possibility cannot be properly understood by the traditional
treatment of “ Ryori” only as a exceptional case is the reason why
“ Ryori” was taken as a subject for consideration. The fact that most
of the public 24 under the “ Ryori” in the nineth century still had
substantial trend for the movement depending on the state rather
than against the state caused a temporary success of this government,
and in turn played an assuming part to secure the establishment of
the Sekkan 1% political system as an ancient state which transformed

the Ritsuryo state.

Pao-p’u-tzit $i4pbF in his World (1)
by

Tadao Yoshikawa

People in the Wei-fsin #1% era, emancipated from the authority of
thr traditional Confucianism, began to freely take their interest in
every direction. It is a symptom that Ké-hung ik (283-343), author

(774



