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The Spectator and the Society of the Augustan Age
by

Takamichi Yamaguchi

The object of this article is to make The Spectator’s position clear
in the society of the Augustan Age.

The success of The Spectator as a literary periodical depended on

" the stability of the Revolution Settlement which was the basis of the
modern English constitution.

Some papers of The Spectator, indeed, seemed in favor of the old
patriarchal agricultural society, but others more in number preferred
the rational and industrious trading society. While it seemed to lament
the decline of the old régime it expected, in fact, the new one’s growth
more heartily.

The Spectator’s social and moral teachings were most fitted for the
way of life and the taste of the growing upper middle class, the new
governing class, which quarrelled and was reconciled with the landed
class, the traditional governing class. The Spectator offered a variety
of topics with philosophical embellishment to the people of the new
class and delighted and cultivated them.

The Spectator is the amiable symbol of the conservative modernizat-
ion of England, and foreshadows the succeeding stagnation in the
intellectual climate.

The Democratic Movement in Japan in the
‘Eyes of a French Diplomat

by
Peng Tse-chou

A few years ago some Franco-Japanese diplomatic documents from
Paris came into my hands, among which was a letter of high interst
written on November 30, 1884 by Joséph Adam Sienkiewicz, the French
Ambassador to Japan. We can see from this letter that Sienkiewicz
was very biased in his view of the democratic movement in Japan,

(313)



