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cities, as the foundations of cities in the Later Edo Period,‘ in succes-
sion to the developing period of cities at the present times.

The market structure in the feudal society was an important power,
regulating the region as a basis of the then cities.

The ‘Battle at the Bridge’ of the Stone Relief of
the Wu-shih 2w KT

by
Yoshiko Doi

Among the series of stone reliefs of the Wu-shih tz'u in Shan-tung
13 there are four scenes which are called the ‘ Battle at the Bridge’.
These scenes contain remarkable and unique elements. First, the
customs and manners which appear in these scenes do not agree with
those of the Later Han era when the reliefs were engraved. For
example, chariots and women foot-soldiers are described in the scenes,
although they did not appear in the other pictures of the Later Han.
Moreover, it is interesting to find this battle scene repeatedly engraved
on the Wu-shih tz'u in similar versions covering wider areas than
other scenes.

Tt is considered, therefore, that the subject of this scene was taken

from a historical event which many scholars have tried to explain in
many ways. However, when I try to apply their explanations to this
scene of the Wu-shih tz’'u. there are some geographical and chronologic-
al problems left unanswered, so that I can not find a satisfactory
reason for its inclusion among the Wu-shih tz’u reliefs.
In this essay I am trying to re-investigate the theme of the ‘Battle
at the Bridge’, concluded that this scene represents the historical
event of the ‘Battle of mother Li B} ’in Shan-tung L which is
recorded in the Shi-ching-chu 7K&&iF and the Hou-Han-shu %%, which
took place in Jin-chao HA prefecture on the Shan-tung LI coast
during the Wang-mang 3¢ period (8-23 A.D.). The ‘ Battle of mother
Li E#’ was the event in which mother Li killed a government
official at Jikchao FHJ& in revenge for his murder of her son, which
was the very spark that ignited the famous battle of Red-painted
Brow #iJE during the first century A. D..
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