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@ K. Fukasawa (2017), ‘Introduction’, in K. Fukasawa et al. (eds.),
Religious Interactions in Europe and the Mediterranean World:
Coexistence and Dialogue from the 12th to the 20th Centuries,
London, pp. 1-14.
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© A. D. Wright (2005b), The Early Modern Papacy: From the
Council of Trent to the French Revolution, Harlow, pp. 148-149.
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Oxford/ New York, p. 122; F. C. Lane (1973), Venice: A Maritime
Republic, Baltimore, p. 300; C. Maltezou (1995-6), ‘O kvmprarkoc
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R 17 1T - HRIK; B. Arbel (2017), Roman Catholics and Greek
Orthodox in Venice's Overseas Colonies (Mid-fifteenth to Mid-
seventeenth Century), in K. Fukasawa et al (eds), Religious
Interactions in Europe and the Mediterranean World: Coexistence
and Dialogue from the 12th to the 20th Centuries, London, pp.
245-260.

@ Skoufari (2011), pp. 110-111; E. Skoufari (2012), ‘L'Arcivescovo
Filippo Mocenigo e l'applicazione della Riforma tridentina a Cipro’,
in B. Arbel et al. (eds.), Cyprus and the Renaissance (1450-1650),
Turnhout, pp. 205-230. X AN =" N2 % - P d 1| —T1Q
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Y QST E Bonora (2006), ‘The Heresy of a Venetian Prelate
Archbishop Filippo Mocenigo’, in R. Delph et al. (eds.), Heresy,
Culture, and Religion in FEarly Modern Italy: Contexts and
Contestations, Kirksville, pp. 211-229; E. Bonora (2007), Giudicare i

vescovt: La definizione dei poteri nella Chiesa postridentina, Roma/
Bari.

@ ]. Hackett (1901), A History of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus:
From the Coming of the Apostles Paul and Barnabas to the
Commencement of the British Occupation (a.d. 45-a.d. 1878):
Together with Some Account of the Latin and Other Churches
Existing in the Island..., London, pp. 174-175; K. M. Setton (1984),
The Papacy and the Levant (1204-1571), vol. 4. The Sixteen
Century from Julius III to Pius V, Philadelphia, pp. 755-758.

@ L. de Mas Latrie (ed.) (1852-5), Histoire de I'Ile de Chypre sous le
régne de la Maison de Lusignan, 111, Documents, Paris (= 1=
Documents VENR).

@ MR- EERD J-UEEQ-»2 S wE DL C D. Cobham
(ed.) (1908), Excerpta Cypria: Materials for a History of Cyprus: Tr.
and Transcribed, with an Appendix on the Bibliography of Cyprus,
Cambridge (== Excerpta Cypria NERR).

@ E. de Lusignan (1573), Chorograffia et breve historia universale
dell’isola de Cipro...per in sino al 1572, Bologna (== Chorograffia
~ER): AL Calepio (1573), Vera et fidelissima narratione del successo
dell’espugnatione, et defensione del Regno de Cipro, in Lusignan,
Chorograffia, 92¥-123" (=t~ Narratione NERR).
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The Counter-Reformation in the Eastern Mediterranean World:
Orthodox Greeks and Catholics in Venetian Cyprus (1473-1571)

by
FujiTA Fuka

Cyprus, the island located in the eastern Mediterranean, experienced many
changes of its rulers from the twelfth to sixteenth centuries. From the
medieval to the early modern period, the Byzantine Empire, the French
Lusignans, the Republic of Venice, and the Ottoman Empire took successive
control of the island. Amid these changes, most inhabitants of Cyprus were
Orthodox Greeks. Yet, during the period of Latin rule under the Lusignans
(1192-1473) and the Venetians (1473-1571), Catholics ruled over a
predominantly Orthodox Greek population.

Using Venetian Cyprus as a case study, this article examines the
development of the Counter-Reformation and its impact on the Greeks to
clarify how the status of Greeks was interrelated with the political and
religious aspects of the eastern Mediterranean. Since the mid-sixteenth
century, Venetian maritime territories were threatened by the expansion of
the Ottoman Empire: Cyprus was surrounded by Ottoman territories.
Simultaneously, the Papacy in the Counter-Reformation began to see not only
Protestants but also Orthodox Greeks as heretics.

The Counter-Reformation has been often considered as a conflict between
Catholics and Protestants. However, it also had a great influence on the
Eastern Church. Previous researchers have argued that the Counter-
Reformation hardly affected Cyprus, because the reforms of the Venetian
Catholic Archbishop Filippo Mocenigo did not change the church institution
of Cyprus. Although these studies have investigated the Venetian religious
policy and its relationship with the Papacy, the majority have overlooked the
status of Greeks in the regime of Venetian Cyprus. To solve this problem, it
is important to consider the behavior of Greeks in Cyprus during a moment
of transition from Venetian to Ottoman rule.

Long before the Council of Florence, Cypriot Orthodox church institutions
had already begun to resemble those of the Uniate church. The Bulla Cypria
was promulgated by Pope Alexander IV in 1260. This Bulla stipulated that
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Greeks could maintain the Orthodox faith and rites as long as they swore
obedience to the Roman Catholic church and the Catholic archbishop of
Nicosia, the central city of Cyprus. Venice inherited the church institutions
of Cyprus and did not interfere in church matters. Based on this bull, Greeks
and Catholics on the island had lived together without serious conflict since
the mid-thirteenth century. Over time, unique religious customs were
developed in the Cypriot local society.

In the last decade of Venetian rule, however, the Counter-Reformation
extended to Cyprus and caused tension between the two churches. In the
1560s, the Venetian Catholic Archbishop Mocenigo arrived on Cyprus with a
spirit of Counter-Reformation. This manifested itself in a series of attempts
to remedy the offices of both Catholic and Greek clerics in Cyprus according
to the resolutions of the Council of Trent (1545-63). Regarding his activities,
Greek Orthodox bishops resisted to the Counter-Reformation with their
religious autonomy based on Bulla Cypria. The Venetian government tried to
reconcile Orthodox clerics with Mocenigo fearing Ottoman intervention and
territorial ambitions on Cyprus. Owing to the efforts of the Venetian
government, the reformation lead by the Archbishop Mocenigo did not
provoke Greek rebellion.

Nevertheless, Mocenigo’s reformation aroused fierce opposition from Greek
clerics. Turning to the period of during the War of Cyprus (1570-1571),
where Venice and the Ottoman Empire fought over the rule of the island,
Mocenigo’s reformation assumed a different character from the image shown
by previous research. Greeks in Cyprus tried to establish their church
institution as part of the Ottoman Empire when it became clear that
Ottoman troops had defeated the Venetian troops and taken control of the
island. Furthermore, Greeks insisted that the Greek Archbishop should to be
a native Greek Cypriot. It seems that they thought only people who had
been born and brought up in Cyprus could represent the interests of Greeks
in Cyprus.

Consequently, with a mixture of the Counter-Reformation and the rise of
the Ottoman Empire in the eastern Mediterranean, the Counter-Reformation
impelled Orthodox Greeks in Cyprus to turn from the Catholic church to the
Orthodox church under the Ottomans. Besides, the reformation by the
Catholic archbishop led Greeks to deepen their perception of the necessity to
protect their faith and Cypriot customs from foreigners.

Key Words; Counter-Reformation, Eastern Mediterranean, Cyprus, Venice, Stato da Mar
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