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Chinese Tariff Revision in the Late 1920s and
the Nikka Jitsugyo Kyokai

by
Fujt Takashi

After World War I, Japanese businessmen organized a group called the
Nikka Jitsugyd KyokaiH #3923 F;% (Japan-China Business Association) that
included a wide range of Japanese businessmen and business organizations
who thought it necessary to solve economic issues between Japan and China.
This paper analyses how this group developed a political campaign to deal
with Chinese tariff revision, which was the most controversial economical
issue between the two nations in the late 1920s, and clarifies the
development of the group as a political organization.

When the Special Tariff Conference in Beijing was held in 1925 with the
aim of reaching a final agreement among China and the powers, Japanese
businessmen paid much attention because the issue was deeply linked with
Japanese trade and investments in China. But the organizers of the Nikka
Jitsugyo Kyokai at first consisted mainly of businessmen from Tokyo, and
the organization did not cooperate with the businessmen from the Osaka
region because their interests conflicted.

However, when the tariff conference was broken off in July 1926 because
of the turmoil in China, Japanese businessmen from throughout the nation
were anxious about the future of Chinese tariffs. This change of the situation
in China had a great impact on the campaign of the Nikka Jitsugyo Kyokai.
The association mediated the views of businessmen in Tokyo and Osaka,
uniting them in the demand that the Japanese government make an effort to
reopen the international conference and resolve the tariff issue
comprehensively. Conflicts between the two regions were thus overcome by
the Nikka Jitsugyo Kyokai that also insisted that the policy toward China
should not be affected by the conflict between political parties and be
carried out consistently. Besides, it also provided opportunities for meetings
with political authorities to exchange of views about this issue.

The activities of the Nikka Jitsugyo Kyokai throughout this period were
meant to integrate the views of domestic business circles and to develop

(1926 )



closer relationships with the government in order to facilitate an exchange
of views. This also signaled the development of the Nikka Jitsugyo Kyokai as
a political group that would have a stronger involvement with diplomacy
toward China in the future.
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