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Survey on the Virgin Biomass and Its Unused and Waste Portions in Japan in Their Available Quantity

IANF— - iR

[&4] ¥t oo W o E
Eiji Minami Shiro Saka

O5ifa2 1 H20014F 4 A10H, 2P H20014E10A18H)

Abstract

10% of the carbon dioxide emitted in 1997 in Japan.

The fossil resources are scarce in our country, but forest resources are plentiful. Therefore, biomass resources
will become more important in the future as an alternative of the fossil resources. However, only a few studies
have been made on the amount of biomass available in our country. Therefore, in this study, based on the recent
statistical data available in the literature, detailed survey on the virgin biomass resources and their unused and
waste portions was made in their masses and available quantity. As a result, total annual masses generated and
available quantity were estimated to be about 370 and 77 million tons, respectively. The latter value is, in fact,
equivalent to 127 million tons of carbon dioxide emitted. This is an enormous quantity, which corresponds to about
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