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Jinhu Shen: Agricultural Vocational Education and Technology Extension in China:
Comparing with Japan’s Experience

Recently, agricultural vocational education and technology extension have been
widely paid attention again in China, because of the frequent occurrence of food safety
problems and rapid decline of agricultural international competitiveness. In this paper,
we first introduced the modern significance of farmer education and some experiences
on the agricultural technology extension in Japan; then, analyzed the historical change
and current situation of agricultural vocational education and technology extension in
China. From our analysis and comparison with Japan, following facts have been found.
1. Since 1980, although many secondary vocational schools were created in the rural
areas of China, they did not give the professional and practical agricultural education,
so it can be said that those secondary vocational schools almost did not function as an
educational institution of young farm successors. 2. After going around for more than
two decades, agricultural technology extension institutions have finally returned to the
road of public interest organization and gained full financial support by the government
in China. However, because the revenue shortage still remains, there are many problems
to be improved, such as the lack of concentration of extension staff on their regular
works, lack of cooperation with other extension, research, educational institutions.
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2005 522.01 23.13 46.07 277.37 18.69 75.64 28.13 52.99
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