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Historical Research on the Cultural Accomplishments of Elite
College Students: Based on an Analysis toward “Cultural Boom” in
the 1980s

WU Jiangcheng

This research starts with a series of cultural features shown by the emerging middle class during the 1990s
in Chinese cities. These features were closely associated with the culture capital attained within a short
time and during a specific historical period through education. However, this perspective was neglected
in previous studies. Therefore, this study focuses on cultural accomplishment of college elites
accompanied by rapid higher education reform and discusses how they attained the level. Multiple
historical records were utilized in the study. As a result, within a framework of “reading culture” and
“entertainment culture,” how the college elites obtained the cultural accomplishments was elaborated, and
the features exhibited in the process were summarized. Future research will place emphasis on new
societal trends in the 1990s and continue historical analysis on the features of the new middle class culture

in China.
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