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Career Differentiation of High School Graduates Since the 1990s: A
Focus on Educational Backgrounds, First Job, and Regional
Differences

SONOBE Kaori

Drawing on the data from JGSS-2015/2016, this article discusses the relations of educational
backgrounds to first job. It examines how respondents’ educational background and first job differ by sex,
birth cohort, and region. The analysis yielded the following four results. First, the expansion of higher
educational opportunity has been especially beneficial to young urban women. Second, the young cohort
tend to start their career as non-regular employment. Third, among high school graduates, those who went
to vocational schools tend to have a professional occupation as their first job. Fourth, the relation of
educational backgrounds and first job differs according to region. Although it is necessary for urban
men/women to have higher education to obtain regular employment, vocational skill training is more

important in town and village.
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