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SEBOIERAEL N AR -H &, [T+
YY) L) ok, MR, N B
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VOER ] EIEES . iR F ) VR Ve —
DOXFNHEFTBDT, LETLERE,
VN EEL a2, FNEESEEY
VINVREELIERIENTELEV) Y TH A
(204=214). LAY TV F IV, 3 ¥ — DO IHR
MAIFAEL RV, 29 LA, F—=F) v —
VO [¥32a7—7 V] 2D hiEme—HLT
W5,

5, ROFIATIZAECARE QR 5 5
BARENDL. FNE, AV IV FNVETE—ICH



126 il

FTHHERDOH AL L 2\ T & ZRFRIS, Zh
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FLOWHEZEESTWD. L L, FRETHIRES
DA MERED) T EIE, BRI, fROEF L X
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(84=95) ZW &b Lz E T, [HEEIMY
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5-2. MAbtEERHE L TD The Image
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Is Daniel Boorstin an Essentialist Who Spread the
Invalid Categorization of Consumers?
— A Ciritical Reconsideration of Boorstin’s Theory of Consumption ——

Yoshihiro TANIGAWA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This study examines two main criticisms of American historian Daniel Boorstin : his elitist
essentialism and his invalid categorization of consumers. In order to reveal the invalidity of such criticisms, it
reformulates his basic concepts such as “images” and “pseudo—events.” Moreover, this reconstructed
viewpoint not only situates his work in the field of cultural studies (i. e., the “active” audience), but also in
light of the theories of “MacDonaldization” (i. e., the homogenization of cultures due to globalization) and
“the culture industry” (i.e., the structural passivity of consumers). Based on the findings, Boorstin
constructed a robust and convincing theory of consumption.





