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The Character of Wang Xifeng in Chinese Traditional Drama Adaptions of

the Novel A Dream of Red Mansions

— Based on Hong Lou Er You and Wang Xi Feng Da Nao Ning Guo Fu
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Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Traditional drama adaptions of 4 Dream of Red Mansions emerged one after another since the
publication of the original 120—-chapter novel in 1791. Curiously however, the character of Wang Xifeng,
despite her importance in the novel, had not been taken up as a central figure for over one hundred years.
Focusing on two representative plays that eventually appeared in the 20" century, which both consider Wang
Xifeng as a main role, this paper examines how the character of Wang was adapted by comparing the plays
with the original novel and by analyzing how the line We are all the same has been adopted as an approach to
appeal the miserable condition women faced in a highly patriarchal society at the core of the conflicts between
wife and concubines. Besides the differences in the methods of expression in literature and drama, the
playwright’s intentions and the historical background at the time of the play’s creation are taken into account
as important factors that affect the presentation of a character. The appearance of Wang Xifeng on the stage
opened a new era in the history of A Dream of Red Mansions® dramatical adaptions by revealing a different
angle of explication, which ultimately contributed to bring a wave of positive influence on the spread and
reception of the novel.






