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Summary

The fifty years of Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan, between 1895 and 1945, saw massive field
surveys of colonial society and “aborigine” populations, similar to other contemporary colonial
empires in Africa and Asia. Anthropology occupied a centrality reached in no other Japanese
colony. She focused on these many indigenous minorities of Austronesian languages who lived in
Taiwan, alongside the Han Chinese communities, to affirm these groups, which were referred to
as “aborigines”, as the only true Taiwanese. The central question of this article, which will
summarize Japanese colonial intelligence towards indigenous populations, concerns the way in
which Japanese colonial anthropologists apprehended the indigenous populations of Taiwan, the
reproduction by the colonial power of these representations, and finally their internalization and
perpetuation in post-colonial era. At a time when, today, social sciences are deconstructing the
idea of nations as continuous and homogeneous communities, the identity of ethnic minorities
remains perceived as a natural fact and is still grasped within the 19th century paradigm of
national and colonial modernity. The historical study of colonial discourses and practices towards
the alpine populations of Taiwan will shed light on a particular aspect of the history of applied
science and colonization, while completing the overall history of the forging of identities in colonial
situations.
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