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OUTLINE AND BACKGROUND OF “MERGED TEMPLE"

Study on extension and construction surrounding existing Hindu temples in Varanasi Old City, India

MR gRYL NE ZE AT I AR R
Kiwamu YANAGISAWA, Ryosuke OHARA and Shota YAMAMOTO

This paper discusses the outline and the background of the phenomenon named "merged temple", a composite
building occurred by extension covering or wrapping an existing Hindu temple, frequently observed in the Old City of
Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh, India), revealing their number and distribution, morphological variations, forming process
and condition, and so on, through field survey and interviews with residents. Merged temples of various shape and
degree are generated as a result of interacting of extrinsic development pressure and intrinsic characteristics of

Hindu temple in the urban space historically amassing numerous temples.
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Fig.2 Distribution of Temples in Center of Varanasi Old City

WRICEODIWRRBELTT [~—FF—F] Iob, —Hgdgpgs
NI ORI 2R R sy, fix OFTEEE R
P~ ki) i3, Fh GRBE) L MEomEO R O MBICS T 20
»BTHDH,

LV i, FROBHARTFS NN LIEAPIEEZTLINES
5, FFEO MR E~OEHIE, %o LThamicb
F7—LEanNA™, BEFHEICER L CEELADR, FHROBIEZ
B &L RASITHE DN THE Y, FREBHTE RV E VS FHIT
DD, BOTPLMRBEANLBHEH DM, €5 TRVEAITLE
L OBRERTHEIAFLEN S, WTHIC LT HEEEHED +
Hi L FEODOWTER D . ZR A HERICHORE T L LT OFBEAK
N AENLTHETY, Wb v Ry — kR, BELERL S
FHEFCTIED KT B &0 I fkFebE L . B OBFT LN = R
PEE BN REWEEZH R TS Z LT b, Limno T—EHEE
U735, GREICITR A OIS L H 0 5 558) A< &b Bl LI,
R UHATC S & LCHE LT 5 2 &lcma ™,

FBEOIEE ST ERE L TWE— 5T, 20BN E LTo
ERREE, FHROMFIOBITE L, LI LITHE- itEsns &
WD IR I R HOT W D, B 2 RICR B D FR R G
AE, B FROMERY BRAR BRIz E2 bR T T
2 Bharne 57235 U B TOEL, 0 L 5 72 BelhiEo S5 B
B LTV D™, S IR AT T % Sl e o0 — i & 1
M, HA 2 ROFRES TIHEBRERTTE, Bharne DHE TS
Ff5 T O MR A AT 5 R E O ER =% LiF LI
BIIRE - AR 2R Z G b D TH D 2 LITERTREATH 5,

3TF7—F—F =D Ry —FR

31 FROME (H - 7 - /I - FTE - EE)

ATl ZOMECHBICL O, b Ry —#oikth (BRI
IR Y v A EOME) AR E LY Ry —FpEE 5,
AEIOFAETIE, MAEERE 2> THE LD LED, 532D % il

Manikarnika

ez

Photo2 Example of Photo3 Typical inde-

Dependent Temple pendent Temple
0 50 100
e pe—
200m Sacred Vertical Axis
ERELZIRILY—OLFH
1 -
Shikhara | —Finial
N3 TR
%/Iﬁ%;ldapa Garbhagriha
rE

Platform
Hig

Fig.3 Basic Constitution of Independent
Temple in Varanasi



ALY (Fig2), Uy —F—Fv—dv U7 0 e Sh, £ty
TN KREETH D, REMXOERE ($157.9 7 nt) & FHIZ Fh
$(532) THRIAUL 1SFBEdH 72V OmiffiL 1,088 i (33m WU F) & 72 %,
FEWIEBE RN ML NZ D,

FEEITEME L TORWER O TR IZEL SN TEH DT
B E 2 DOFRBEOF LR OBEMILT L LI 5 TR
VY, AL S LT SOIRICTE SN B EFEORE &2 5 RS 20
D, ABTEICEBIAE & 5 SFBT L. T X TA A7 — AL K5 A
il 7= 18 Al IO b v By — B O/ &5 2 5T ™7,
FHEOBNIIKRE R2INEE SN BT, BB L HEZHEICLDF
BT A B THIThR T\ D, 22T HARFEAE LTz /M i 3k 2
WREBE~ERET 2 F0E, YT LIZLIZBE IS, WIh
ZLTh, B L TORERZE U THRBEOMBEMSER L, Witk
LN TS OFRNEB I T S 2 L id, BEFRORES
L2 mELTCETHRTREFEETH D,

FAT R I Z O W TR 82820 23, Vidyarhtilc KhuE, #
FIO A EAIRHARIC L 0 385 S5 SFBEIER . 12 & A EOSFBEidE
AP N D T N—T12 X0 TR S, T HEIEAREIE & RIS
HIND D, MEEMETLOLIITEEBANTI 7r—ANEL,
I E OB DMEEETE O HEo, THERNEE ICSW T 2
Babbbd s, £z, EMICERZIT O MEEO VR NEES
=B 3L Edb D = L bR ST,

32 LI-AEDEEME L DFROERNER

AEMMEICER T2 L, Ur—F—F v —OFFITET. Tt
A DAL LT 5 & b OFBE NLRRE) &, e O gy
b 727 WIERE (GEMNIFRERE) SIS KRBITE D, MR, FH
WINTFERE TIZR WY DO —ECHBED = v F IR Z it D & DET
H5 (Photo2), MSZFFEOHMLL, & X 1mO/Nid)s b +HEm ok
FheE TIEA D D08, s S mEEE O L DA%V (Photo 8), 45
AR 7eAERR T, BRSO DL LT RO L H TH 5 (Fig.d),

M S8 em @0 Bl R—FRoFiE (v 4%) %4
RIZEEE (NN T YN Bl D, BERNITITEIEZ S, il
FBHIBECH DN D GASBK SN A GG L5, RMITAELITL
VHET, TITAL—RBENBONDLZENZ N, BEO EITE
2L OYE, BIROBIRS A TN HD, T3h T V27V vk
FETCITE] Z#EW L., ZOBRNEGT 5 L 5 IZFBRITEZR 5 L & H
HEND, MIEOEPNDBEERLEE > T OIRH & & f 518
FEAX, SFBROAT2WAR L ANF — 0 EREBZ LML, FhE
EREEHOME SR T AFHBTLH S, TN AT FFICE
DOEEIZH HEFEL, XD TREEOEH NI L Shp™Y, F
PEREZEIIMOEL R4 Th Y | FIALFOZEM 2R 2 & & b,
FHRAERZOL O L - EOBELFOT-FEL i s b,

4. MEFROH M ETOREHER
41 BMEFROERLHEEY

ABFFE T TALASERE) 2RO X 5 ICEHZSIT D ¢ SFReEA O
L7z a ok o Ry —3FbE (TP ISk LT, Z0dEEss
5 L5 CEET 2 @ (FlE) PSS E T TR S A A U7
PRZEH % & DIEAR 2B A RS (Fig.d)

FROERIE. MAFRBEO TR E 72 D OITIMSLEREDO B TH S

TERERT AT, Fio. FREFE LIRS ET T TRRSMEN
BilRe, FERAMEE~D/INE BN S ORI R IR S B,

FREIC BT > TIE, LR O 4 BEA T 272930 2 B S 72 & )
U720, O3B & BB N ZERT & 72 i34 EIC sV TREELL RICE
YA, ORICEIEWZ IR TS EFREEAMST Lz FFhads s L
TN %, OIICEFBE 2 BR< & AR ARERERY - Z2RI10 - TERERY
R L 722, @RIEISEAR 2 N2 2 AT 5,

42 BEEROBE ST

FREMIX N THERSI-E Y Ny —Fp5320 5 b, Bd Fh
1154 T o 7z, MALFEPFEIL 248, FEIMNLFEREA 130 Th 5 (Fig.2,
Tablel), EFITH, BATFRED EFHEN O TN FERETH -
7oL E R U, ML SEREA DA TR & 2 LB AL LR e
Bek/ OBSZ B+ A R0 ) (BT, Z8kR) o THHE s n 5,
A (K AR T O IRIL38% T 1 . ISTIHBE DK 4EI S
Be~E B LI EEZD I ERTE D, BHITBONT, BEFFRN
Eilh Y SNT-HETHD Z L RbND,

BlASFBRRDO N Z BB &L TS 72 7 4 22 U F— hFERE
WICEBICHMT 5, by Ry —#iEe DAY DO 2 Rk
LTHY ., FREEROSMER &R —FT 5L RTIW™, Lb
JE B 22 ) 2 AR B 72 b S, LIRS TS o o RIS Y
ST ETToT- (Tablel), #EH. /< 7 HIKP 43%- BEITAN 26%
&L BRSO ZLRIZRREN R O, TEHLER O H =Y
T IS T OB EAL TN DT, LHII R D72
WL BBA RO AEICTHE LTS I EETmRT S,

43 FATED 4 FR

ARSI 1T 2 B & IR OA OFLE L ERE A T
7o, F. FHEARER Y G5/ k) LIEEOREE (B #dE)
SV D AP HIBIATRE AR 2 D DOFRIE A N T, T~ 1V O 4 2 572,
EFEOWEIZEAT 2001, Ak X O ICTHER b Ry —FREO
GMEA R ) BEARTEHRETH Y FHED BRI~ D SIS REE
ELTCHERMEERZRLY 510 THD, FEMTIELIC, E
D DEEA L TAKE L BIE O BIR D STEICHINE T X % (Fig5,6).

I8 [FEHBSTEERK] - SFGO LT 255, AL
G EFEOT 2 ORI KRBARIS L TEY ., REYE O—k
LD EE VTN SV, THfOEB-C I B S, EFICE Db
TS LMW SN D FROLL T, 20X FICEEND, K

Sub-Building BIE#Y

sub-.
puldnd Main-Temple

i
.-ﬂ A
2 '\‘\‘e‘(\‘)
e

Fig.4 Conceptual Image of Merged Temple

Table 1 Number of Temple

Survey Area Inside Pucca  Outside Pucca
Merged Temple [a] 154 (29%) 126 28
Independent Temple [b] 248 (47%) 168 80
Dependent Temple [c] 130 (24%)
total [a+b+c] 532 (100%) 294 108
Change Ratio [a/(a+b)] 38% 43% 26%
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Table 2 Temple Form and Change Ratio
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Total B M-L S-L M-S M others
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Temple 154 62 74 2 2 6 8
Independent
Temple 248 66 112 29 7 17 17
sum 402 128 186 31 9 23 25
ggﬁgge 38% 48%  40% 6%  22%  26%  32%
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Table 3 Abstract of Interview for Residents of Merged Temples

o Resident (Interviewee) | Sub-Building |Main-Temple Circumstances of Merging
z Age  Occupation =
@ T ) > o
# g g 8 § E Caution for Dealing >
B ) = ] = . ; Dec
_2 Relation B;?]T;nr:_m Usage % & ,30 i g; Outline of Merging Process Temple Building 3
~ w/owner Brahmin N g £ o
40 astrologer Buildings have been this form since early stage. The third floor of sub-building was . -
temple, 3 . O . 2 " " . Not constructing building
1P himsel 5 residence gener. residents M - ﬁ]xggggec(z“aﬂerward. Main-temple and sub-building are "not overlapping, only being over temple. P
42 sari seller ) ) Main-temple was probably built by Maharaja of somewhere. His grandfather bought oo e op i
> p residence S residents A _ this land with the temple circa 1950 and then added surrounding land. Sub-building 4g—lover arbhagrina. Over |
hi " B 1950- (lodgers) built 80-90 years ago has been extended several times. It is unknown when the part W 1
imsel non- covering mandapa was extended. mandapa Is ok.
3 (60) sari seller residence S residents O G Main-temple and sub-building, originally separate, were built at the same time by his  Not constructing building over |
himself non-B 1960- 1960- ancestor. His grandfather renovated and built extension in piloti form over mandapa.  shikhara. Over mandapa is ok. '
60 souvenir shop | oiience  cir s Buying this land with the temple and building, he extended it covering a part of the It is not taboo to use inside
4 - sho " 1970- residents A 1970- temple as they are today. Garbhagriha is used as a part of shop and the inside of of garbhagriha or shikhara as I
himself - p shikhara as storage. shop or storage.
45 electrician Main-Tetm;ilhe_, esltabli_shfg%ur;]drids_nyearfs agcl)j, 1I‘IS one oft liqm%cl)rtast pilgringﬁN sites.5 N#L rr"emodelc;ng ir:)shide pg
] ) ] _ Moving to this place in , he built roofs and floors in the blank spaces between 5  shikhara and garbhagriha.
5P hi if B residence 1978- residents A 1978 garbhagrihas and walls, and made them indoor. Toilet was set up in the south part, Not constructing building over 2
imsel non- which was early extension, where a Brahmin taking care of the temple lived. shikhara.
39 music shop residence 3 The process is unknown. Two main-temples were occupied by the lessee about 20 Ia[SISSErOObI;e\In;i:f?el:%(ee:ﬁg?izﬁn
6 P shop . gener. fenant A - years ago and since then have been subleased as shops. One of main-temples is nor cor?\}ertin temple even 9 I2
spouse B P9 empty, because its linga was broken and flowed to the Ganges river. . . 9 P
without linga.
45 sari seller Main-temple, originally sitting in the courtyard isolatedly, has been half covered Not constructing building
7 p residence, 5 residents A cir. by extension of sub-building about 10 years ago. The outside of the temple was over garbhagriha. Over |
hi i B shop gener. 2000- covered with fence to keep the temple visible. There is no problem with stairs slightly mandapa is ok (except living 1
imse overlapping shikhara. Extension over mandapa is also ok because it's a kitchen. space).
40 accessory residence tenant When his father bought this land in 1984, main-temple and sub-building had been Though using temple as
8 P seller shon 2010- (shop) A - in this form and very dilapidated. Main-temple, originally owned by maharaja of shop is undesirable, it's ok as I
himself B P P somewhere, has been lent, against his will, as shop to an acquaintance in need. not remodeling shikhara.
43 dairy seller 150- cir Main-temple is one of important pilgrimage sites. Aside the expansion of sub-building
9 - residence 200 residents O 1990_ overhanging above main-temple in circa 1990, other process is unknown. Tiling the  n/A I3
child non-B yrs. inner wall, changing the wooden door to iron, and repainting of outer wall are done.
- - guest- A cir Main-temple was remodeled along with the extension and renovation of sub-building
10 - house, - residents X 201'0_ circa 2010. As the temple wall had been heavily damaged, keeping only shikhara and n/A l2
neighbor - shop " linga, garbhagriha was rebuilt as a part of sub-building.
55 litici neighbor A The Jainist owner bought the land with a building and 2 temples, and rebuilt sub- Highest point of the building |
poiitician residence family % building covering both main-temples 6 years ago. In consultation with an architect must be a part of the temple, 2
n P office ' 2007- - T 2007- familiar with Vastu, 2 new shikharas were built on the rooftop of sub-building instead = so new shikharas should be -~
himself (Jainist) neighbor A of covering the original shikharas with buildings. He had thought of demolishing the  built alternative to covered Iy
shops temples, but abandoned it because of pressure from neighboring residents. original one.
42 building ma- regigence, 200- Although the date is unknown, sub-building has contained main-temple since a long
12 P terial seller —gpop, 300 residents O -  time before. Shikhara had penetrated to the 2nd floor. Shikhara was removed in 2000 n/A 1o
himself B storage  yrs. when balconies and stairs were built.
40 designer . ) Sub-building had already contained main-temple when the owner bought this land
13 g § residence 2011- residents A * and the buiidings two years ago. n/A [P}
73 medicine Sub-building was originally an L-shape one-story and separated from main-temple.  Better not constructing over
seller . 5 . _ His father built the 2nd floor in 1950, and the temple became wrapped. When the 3rd  shikhara. But in case of that,
14 P _ residence gener. residents A 1950 floor was built in 2006, a window facing the side of shikhara was opened and an iron highest point of building must Iz
himself non-B stick extending to the top of the roof was attached to shikhara. be a part of temple.
44 food seller . . Main-temple had been already covered with sub-building when he started living there.
sc employee B residence  2002- residents O - 1o onq fioor was obviously built newer than the temple. A fih
53 flower shop 8 Main-temple was originally in the courtyard surrounded by U-shape sub-building. . _—
16 P - resslcrilince, eger residents O - Building a roof and adding a room around main-temple made the current form. The I[\é%tf%o\/l’;t;t;]?[t(lﬁ;guﬂdlnq or 14
himself non-B P gener upper floor was built afterward. T SRS
17 - 28 student student- %%r residents O _ The process is unknown. Sub-building has been used as dormitory for student A m
tenant B dormitory yrs. studying Sanskrit since over 100 years ago. 2
24 photo studio ) 2 . Though the process is unknown, a plate suggesting that the part of sub-building
18 P child B residence gener. residents O 1873- enveloping main-temple was built in 1873 is embedded in the wall. A fily
tailor i iqi i i
71 Al . . Main-temple was originally built at the 2nd floor level on the high platform (1st floor)
19 P electric store resgﬂince, eﬁer residents O 1ggo and there was no floor above it. When the owner was a child, her father built the 3rd  n/A iy
spouse B P 9 . and 4th floor over the temple. He built the 5th floor afterward.
54 tailor His great-grandfather bought buildings that had been originally house for Brahmin
20 p residence, 4 residents A cir.  attached to a temple. Main-temple and sub-building were separate at that time. WA v
hi n B8 shop  gener. 1950- Through repeated extensions main-temple became completely wrapped. One of the
imse! non- posts of mandapa was removed as it disturbs traffic.
60 ex- sari seller 60or7 ot Main-temple, originally in the courtyard surrounded by U-shape sub-building, was Not constructing room over
21 P - residence ener residents A 200'5_ wrapped by it as a result of extension making courtyard indoors circa 2005. Though  shikhara. Opening window v
himself B 9 ’ there is no room above garbhagriha, some rooms are built above mandapa. providing sunlight to temple.
62 food seller residence 2 cir Main-temple and sub-building were originally built side by side and the temple was
22 P sho ’ ener residents X 197'0_ visible from the street. In order to widen the house for four brothers' family, the upper n/A v
brother non-B p 9 . floors were built over main-temple circa 1970. "Shikhara remains in the 2nd floor".
48 cloth seller store- A Main-temple originally built isolated had been wrapped by sub-building before he Shikhara should be open.
23 P - house 2008- residents X - purchased them in 2008. The former owner sought to remove the temple secretly, but Not constructing room to live IV
himself non-B . abandoned it because of pressure from neighboring residents. Shikhara still remains. over temple (storage is ok)

*1) Ownership of the main-temple and the sub-building / [P] Private, [C] Company. *2) Period when his/her family reside that place / [2(3) gener.] since at least his/her (grand)fathers generation.
*3) Person who perform daily puja and maintenance. *4) Accessibility to the main-temple / [O] Basically accessible, [A] Accessible if demanded, [X] Inaccessible, [3] With window through which
one can pray from street. *5) Period when the main-temple is covered with construction of the sub-building.
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This paper discusses the outline and the background of the phenomenon named "merged temple" (Photo 1, Fig. 1),
a composite building occurred by extension of 'sub-building' covering or wrapping an existing Hindu temple, or 'main-
temple', frequently observed in the Old City of Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh, India), revealing their number and distribution,
morphological variations, forming process and condition, and so on, through field survey and interviews with residents

(Table 3). The main points of argument and the findings can be summarized as follows.

(1) Based on the past researches, the authors pointed that Hindu temple has three characteristics, that is, the
continuity (temple continues to be as temple), the immobility (temple rooted in the place cannot be moved), the
variability (temple building can change its form as necessary while allowing secular uses).

(2) Reviewing the basic information about temple in Varanasi, it was confirmed that numerous temples have been
densely amassed in the old city, most of temples are privately owned, and that shikhara and its finial are symbolically
quite important elements of temple building (Photo 3, Fig. 3).

(3) "Merged temple" is defined as a permanent composite building with internal space that occurred as the result of
the extension or new construction of the adjascent building covering or wrapping an existing Hindu temple originally
built independently (Fig. 4).

(4) Setting the criteria of merged temple, the authors revealed its number and distribution tendency by field survey,
and indicated its presence in the urban space. Approximately 38% of temples in the surveyed area are merged temples
and they are found somewhat more in the area early urbanized (Fig. 2, Table 1).

(5) Eight morphological types of merged temple were shown based on the degree of horizontal overlapping and the
covering of the finial (Fig. 5, 6). Those morphological variations seem to be generated through the competition of two
forces, one oriented respecting the existence of main-temple and the other oriented increasing the space of sub-building.

(6) Most of sub-buildings of merged temples are residences where their owner's family lives. Main-temple and
sub-buildings are owned and sold together. While residents are often non-Brahmin, they perform daily puja and
management of the main temple.

(7) The function of main-temple always remains, and the access to main-temple is almost consciously opened for
neighbor devotees or pilgrims even in the case that main-temple is completely wrapped within sub-building.

(8) Merged temples have occurred mainly since the late 20th century. Many of them seem to have been secondarily
formed through a series of extension of the sub-buildings motivated to increase their floor area.

(9) Residents are strongly conscious the norm prohibiting destruction and relocation of temples. While there is a
possibility that temple may be demolished with the intention of the owner, its survival is regarded as a public issue to
some extent.

(10) Although the norm that prohibit covering temple with building are shared among residents, its content has a
range of interpretation and it appears as different architectural correspondences.

(11) Based on the above findings, the authors discussed that merged temples of various shape and degree are
generated as a result of the interacting of the extrinsic development pressure and the intrinsic characteristics of Hindu
temple, the continuity and the immobility, in the urban space historically amassing numerous temples. There the

moderate plasticity of temple building, which is secondarily sacred, works effectively as a medium (Fig. 7).

(2017 4 9 ] 25 HISARZ B, 2018 4% 1 ] 23 HARFIUIE)
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