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Municipal Government and Local Society with regard to the Relocation
of the Red-light District and the Garrisoning of a Division as Seen in

the Case of Toyohashi City during the Post Russo-Japanese War Period
by
MATSUSHITA Takaaki

This paper takes up the case of the stationing of the Fifteenth Infantry
Division during the period of military expansion after the Russo-Japanese
War in Toyohashi City in Aichi Prefecture in order to clarify the
relationship between the garrisoning of an infantry division and the red-
light district during peacetime and analyzes the problem of relocation of the
red-light district that occurred there as a result. When the mayor
successfully induced the division to move to Toyohashi, he devised a plan to
move the red-light district from the city center to the outskirts at public
expense, and he pushed through his plan against the wishes of the brothel
owners and his political opponents. Next, the mayor promoted a project to
improve city streets for urban renewal so the city could co-exist with the
division; the goal being to link three sites, the garrison, the new red-light
district, and the railway yard. In the red-light district, it was mainly the
brothel owners who had moved from the district where the density of
brothels was relatively high who formed an association and they enlisted
those who moved in from other areas into the organization to maintain order
in the red-light district. Judging from the case of Toyohashi, I argue the
necessity of emphasizing the actions of the mayor and city councilmen who
planned to revive their region in concert with the military when arguing the
relationship between the military and red-light districts.

Key Words; division, Toyohashi city, Relocation of Brothels, mlitary base,
Post-Russo-Japanese War Era
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