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¥ Huang’s poems also provide a fascinating insight into early Meiji era Japan, better than any
Western visitor then, for as a Chinese literatus he grants us the view of a well-informed outsider,
who gained objective yet discriminating insight into all aspects of Japanese culture through the
bundle of skills such a Chinese literatus possessed : Access to Sino-Japanese writings in kanbun, the
ability to conduct lengthy and sophisticated conversations with Japanese intellectuals via brush talks
(bitan/hitsudan ZE7%), as well as access to the general hanzi/kanji 5 culture then ubiquitously
prevalent in Japan.

Richard John Lynn, “Pursuit of the Modern While Preserving Tradition: The Japan Poems of Huang
Zunxian”, Frontiers of Literary Studies in China, n0.12(2) (2018): 183—184.
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