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Abstract*

In 1942, the Japanese novelist Nakajima Atsushi published a short story titled Mojika (The Woes of
Letters). The story is set in Nineveh, the capital city of the Assyrian Empire, immediately following
the end of the revolt of Samag-§umu-ukin, the brother of King Ashurbanipal. At the king’s
command, the scholar Nabu-ahhé-eriba, who is also the protagonist of the story, seeks to better
understand the art of writing letters and makes claims about their accursed and nonsensical nature.
The protagonist’s claim hurts Ashurbanipal, one of the most sophisticated rulers in the ancient
world, and he responds bitterly. King Ashurbanipal orders Nabu-ahh&-eriba to be confined to his
home. For his revelations, Nabii-ahh&-eriba inevitably dies by the retaliation from the letters.

In this article, I first review recent studies and show the process behind Mojika’s formation: from
English and German classical (introductory) books of Ancient Near Eastern history to Nakajima’s
own notebooks and finally the story itself. Second, I explain why the story is dated to the twentieth
year of Ashurbanipal’s reign (the end of Samag-§umu-ukin’s revolt is generally dated to the twenty-
first year of Ashurbanipal’s reign today). Some lines of Nakajima’s “Notebook Six” reveal that he
understood the first year of Ashurbanipal’s reign as 667 BC (generally dated to 668 BC today) on
the basis of the captions in the maps 2-3 of A. T. Olmstead’s History of Assyria (drawn by George
C. Hewes, Jr.)** and that the revolt ended in 648 BC (this dating is generally accepted even today).
This led Nakajima to date the end of the revolt in the twentieth year of Ashurbanipal’s reign,

resulting in the one-year gap against the generally accepted date of the twenty-first year of his reign.

* I thank Gina Konstantopoulos (University of Tsukuba) and Editage (www.editage.jp) for the
revision of my English.

** 1 thank Miriam Hewes Slejko and Elaine Schaufele for their help in identifying the illustrator of
the maps.
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Tzo PHRAHRMH L 5 LT, %i[%@]woh#k%ﬁb (£5%) =FMFIL<
frofek, URE) Wi N0V OB EDT, O HDONEDTH S,

2DO0FBN S, HENT TIC@ODOERRETT v ¥ 2 )bV 20 4 (DU, &
BV Z O LD O/ T VIgIERICYREZ BT T2 LT %5, 2 2Ich T R
W) WANERYOER) WS RENHZDT, BMEFRENEO=F Lozt 5H
Fopiol & EFEDNGT V. COERBREDHMNZES 72D, HNTOEZOERZH

*OHRENEHEDOAY KRR I T B EEIC LT > THERZEIRE LA £ 5 D id5E
MCTH %, LUNCHZPMEOFBEOIPRFHLZZ <A TTEERITHT n 4F) &S BT
DERICHEDZDNETH B, TN KK CHOFEREREZETTT BICHTz> TL, D
P (LU I AJE) ICLIEED> TRELTW b D EET %,
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4. T/ —1bHN1 oFHE (O) 2B 24ERGHEZ0ERH
[ — RN FFEA LD DMEABADN (1 2002: 680), 42 TFEITIZ,

669. Esarhaddon %z D& I
+—A %)
Ashur-bani-apal B[I{ii,

VS RENDH B (P 2002: 283), CORFOE Licxk o Teadibid, 1HIF (2017: (15)
WM& % & 51 Olmstead (1923: 399) ICH B, HiE, THIL/N K A% 669 4E 11 HIC
IYTIANDEETHELERL, KWTT vy a)WRZ/ VORI ZF T, T DI
1% Chapter XXX IZJ@ L, TY LN R VIEERICT DWW TR EMEHEEE 12 VI H 10 H (T v
)7 TCIRHET 669 4E 11 H 1 HOHEICHE D 11 H 2 HOH®RICHKD S H) ICsELELE
Vo, EGEE ABC 1iv 30-31 DRRICEE, $H2WIEHECKIILIZEDEEZ ENBD,
Olmstead (1923: 399) IIZBHUIIRE Nz 7,

F72OD 32 THE (WP 2002:286) IZED, RUTRTIKEMNBIND (FMRIZELDOR ),

648 LAY, FHONEZRSICES.
BEO 2T,
Shamash-shum-ukin ‘KIC A D THET .
FtLIZ 5 RS, Mar Ishtar 175,
ICFEL o
Babylon i K&/,
N\ Ashur [IZDNESN
FORITEZYINE 5.
BHEELA, fii e,
B, B R, TR
To 648 LAY FithDY vy ¥ 2 vals UFRVEEBIU LR UEHIC
DNWTOHEDORFEDE LIT7R > 72 %X, Olmstead (1923: 475) IcH > T, Tk

7 ABC 1 D 1887 FEICT CIENIENT W= T &1F, 4BC: 70 DXikEREBE, —J7, C
DHFEEITONTDE S —DDOHRTH B ABC 14 WD TAFIENTZDIF 1924 FED T &
T&HD (A4BC:125), Olmstead (1923) DML 1375 57500,
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ChapterXXXVIIZJEd %5, TORIC, IKEIIIKMENTOAEWD, Yvy<da-Tal-
Y DNTIRIB T 1 DG 668 4E 3 HICHAE B & Diduk#, Chapter XXXI (Olmstead
1923: 406) IC R ¥ %, ZOHiEICH B, IIVEy ZoNea ViRl BT % il
(Olmstead 1923: 405-406) 7 H1 B D 40 T HICHh#H LT3 DT (1 2002: 284), A v
XY a-Tal s UFRAGHE 1V F2R FRREDOBUEL T 2502 R L IR TH 2,
ZLTHEDNCOFXE Y v T2 7 vy 2 )N VDA @A L, ZONRAIA1HE 14
e TH VN R VFEEDOBUE L E Z T TREMEIE T B B 7

fz72l, TTETICONS5IALTEHELZDOER & 7% > 7z Olmstead (1923) Dituhi
IHILNRUBEE (BERUZFNUCH 7 ¥ 2 )bNZ VRN %R 669 4E 11 H, /N
O VIR T 648 FED 7T HREHIHBDOT L E LT W3, 7w ¥ 2 bNZ ViR | 4R
ZHTFIELEOBE, Hi668 L LTEIET 2 &, N EHOE (5 648 4) &7 v
VA WNZVEHE 21 E L R o T, ThRBIREN D RZ EHRIGHAT 2D, @
ROODF & BEEENET S, LU, UK (017: (15) IiF TN T ENL D0,
Olmstead (1923) ROICIZ T Y IR FEEB KT T v & 2 )W) VR Z2 i 668 4F &5
ZREE NS O, PEBOERGIEIX S OERES (BrE) & U, BHi667 27 v a
JUNZ OV 1 EE LTiThbhic e EZ 5N 5,

ORERVIORT X277 E-ERETH (FHE 2002: 289), ZIThHhHI YL
RIFBEL, 7w ¥ a b= VBRI OECHHICHT 668 4 L NS, TOEMIE [/ —
M) DN INAHIANC 75 > TV 2 DT (1 2002: 680), THZ/RLIEH HIEIRT %,
T 51T, TO—EXROMERIZ Olmstead (1923) ICHKT B L EZHNBDT, £ 1 TEH
EHMUIIC Uz & b N 2 RO EZ e, PEDMER Lz —EEROLEZ A
RSB, FRC FEAMALEEZ 5N DI, Olmstead (1923: 46-47: maps 2-3) I KB E T
PoRENG, 7y vV THEORER RS 8 DO/NMUXITH S (George C. Hewes, Ir. ERK) o
BRI ORHLIET v > 2l 73y U k1l (ASHUR-UBALLIT) D5 77 3 2 )L2N
=73V (ASHUR-BANI-APAL) Ic £ % T8z F (7% H & 8 HHD/NIKNCIZH 2 £4) DF
Al (BTARXT) &85 OFEHR (B DOV TR OKRE) ZHAEDE TR
LTW5, CORMUDGKIFICHZ RS TICTIHT %, TONIKICENGZENEDY
i EARIAHA €, Olmstead (1923) ACHHICHA B DY T E Nl R E NS (T
DEE, FARZTNEROES B X T, MR L 7% 2 % OFCr AN/ NCF TRl &

P HENOO=ZETOSEORAE HH] LT EE, TOYYI Y Val:
U E VLB X UNE O KO & RIS, 25 %E UH 648 4ED 7 AU AiiED
FeT e RERT B E LR, HES & R OEIRER (1886-1942) IXRE%E [
B Lo offf) (1919) T TBEENAAN S, WIEONEH] L0 5 BHIEE 285 GFIR
1976: 258)

YRR LHEE26 TN K SIS, HEMNT O S iR LIz L LTE, HBOEZ 518
] ZBFHEDAY BRI 7B TR EL, 2V YRE () ICX3FNTH-> ]
REMEDVE L,
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N%)o TOHFIFLZXOLHZ, ilhHSHERLAENST T %,

cf. Ashur-uballit (1370-1340) (p.43)

Olmstead (1923) Dtk HEO—E#R
ASHUR-UBALLIT (1340) Ashur-Uballit (1340)

TUKULTI URTA I (1232)
of. Tukulti Urta (1260-1232) (p.52)

Tukulti-Urta T (1232)

TIGLATH PILESER I (1100)®

Tiglath Pileser (1100)

ASHUR-NASIR-APAL (885-860)

Ashur-Nasir-apal (885-860)

SHALMANESER III (860-825)

Shalmaneser II1 (860-825)

the fifth Shamshi Adad (825-812) (p.75)

Shamshi Adad V (825-812)

<ZCTET2BTE>

the third Adad-nirari (812-782) (p.75)

Adad-Nirari ( ZDH)DIZRFD
(812-782)  Sammuramat A5 %)

(Semiramis)

the fourth Shalmaneser (782-772) (p.75)

Shalmaneser IV (782-772)

Ashur-dan 11 (772-754) (p.75)

Ashur-Dan III (772-755)

Ashur-dan III (772-755) (p.169)
Ashur-nirari V (754-746) (p.75)
Ashur-nirari’s reign (755-746) (p.172)

Ashur-Nirari V (755-746)

<ZZTET24TE>

Kalhu D £,
Tiglath Pileser III (746-728) E4&
Shalmaneser ... the fifth ... (728-722) (p.204)  [Shalmaneser V (728-722)
SARGON (722-705) Sargon (722-705)
SENNACHERIB (705-681) Sennacherib (705-681)
ESARHADDON (681-668) Esarhaddon (681-668)
ASHUR-BANI-APAL (668-626) Ashur-bani-apal (668-626)
<TZTET23TE>

TIGLATH PILESER III (746-728)

EZLHBEOT YT Y TE—EFHL Olmstead (1923) Dkt

Olmstead (1923: 46-47: maps 2-3) DO/ N R UICRE NS £ B X CHIGHN (&1
TEHADETARLACE > TV EDICHEY) hEO—EBEXROZFNZHKL THS L,
% (BRUEZOWMEDO—E) D FUNDLFWNNCFICEENTWS T &2k

** Olmstead (1923) 137« 75 + « ©Lt)L 1 HOFIABIMZIHMEIRE R0, Olmstead
(1923: 61) & Z D F{{T:3 Ashur-resh-ishi I DB % “(1127-1115)" &, Olmstead (1923:
70) (& RO T Saggal-apal-ekur IT DFFIEMIEZ “(1102-1092)” & LT3 DT, 1100 1&7 ¢
75k - L)V 1 HOFEHEO (BBXZD) KIEZRLTWSE EEZ LN,
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<&, BHEAICBT BZHE AL Tukulti-Urta £ NA 7 UHINZ 5N TWVWAS T & &, TIGLATH
PILESER I )% Tiglath Pileser & SN TV Z LICRBND, ZL THEIZTNUNTIEES
DFEFPHIBIHM & UTRENZETNTANT—HL TWBDT, oBERIEHETH %,
FRTIRAID - FIT DWW TIE Olmstead (1923) DDA IZFHIAIARI DG & REDRE
NTWBICEMDET, NIRRT UICRA B REDOHDIRDHEO—FERICERH
n, NREHL & OBREEBRERLTWS, TEAV/NEKEH U 2SI iiE Uk
e, T/—=FER] 024 TERBRU 23 TEOEHE (K2) TZO7 vy U7 E—E

B2 [ — RN 24 T3 (F8) BRU23 T (F) (BAEARE)IIASCARE IR

REBMT 5T L CIEICIR %, IR LIRSS 2 £4, #IGHH (OFRFE) 134
T 23 THICHETEIN, ZTALNRWIERIEA > 7 &2 TINS5 7T
23 THOITRINARAICEZIAENLD, 24 TERICA V7 TEMN, 23 THED Shamshi
Adad V & Tiglath Pileser III DANDFFANKHIT/RENTZOD LTW0%, DFD, HEIEE
3" Olmstead (1923: 46-47: maps 2-3) O/NMURIFEE L2 2 THETEESHL, ZORK%ICA Y
I ClERZMi>TzDTH %, T L TTDO—EHRIT/NMIKFEH L%z % &1 Esarhaddon (T
JUNRY) DOFRE GEEDE) 5K T Ashur-bani-apal DFFTEHIRIOEE O (HINIOE) &
U CTEWTZHT 668 FEDBUE, 11 667 F 2% B O MES 1 4 W L (i 668 FEIZPT4E L
EHZ), NETVIEROFERITHT 648 £ LR L TWIZDT, 668 — 648 =20 LU>S Gf
FICK S THI 648 R T & 2 )UNZ VDB 20 £ & LT, @TZHUCHD AER
REZ LIZDTHA D, FBE, hEDT vV 7 E—-ERICTEL, REOOICEEN
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%1 —1ReN125 THEOL RIS 68148
EWVI BT ATNWEDZRZ T L
MTE% (X 3; Sin-shar-ishkun DAIC (68
NH %, ThbOEFIIHE [2002: 288] 2,
WINTH B HE [1976:373] ICLBIZIE 1
TRV, FIICTNEHEDERGHED
F i & 75 2 IKF U2 i 668 4F,  #& 5 72 Hif 648
ELRTEHBEOMTHA S %, DDTDEKS
EEAGHEP@OFRDOE LIk, ZOD
BRIENBHLUTZOL, HE2EARICHDE
7w ¥ a )UNZ VBRI & i 668 4E, INE
O Wz ai 648 LRI HETH D, S
DOEMRBUIHERI SN, 7w anN=0)
RIS 20 DN T U IRE R &0 D R
REIFOICZITININTDTH %,

B3 [/ — RN 25 TH#
(RESEAR AN I AR BT

V. Bbviz

ARG N E TR ES TSCFH] OBMEIRBOERE L RIS DWW TREEL, B IET
W Tsepts) OFERERE (7 vy 2 )N VBT 20 £, N o v EiE®g) 2HE
MEDE I U THTH 2D EER LIz, gD [/ — ME/S) okEER (©) Kidoy
JUNRUFEE (U7 o 2N VD) %2, RO TEZIFANSNTWVS
i 669 4F &9 B EliR D, R 668 4 &S MG 7 v U 7 E-HERDNHD, T
DAEARIZ Olmstead (1923: 46-47: maps 2-3) ICKED L T EEZHBMC LT, & SICHEIZHT
668 tE 727w ¥ 2 )VNZ VOB METR O MR 2 i e L, 668 15 648 Z5[< T &
& D, NECOEROETH B0 648 & T v ¥ 2 VR VDA 20 £ L FHE L
febBbNd, SHZOFEOHEEDLNSEDEOIATETE, THUHDI L LD
FRRED 137 (@) 2D T3] (®) £TZIFMNNZD, OBGIOFKICSIRE
Nz 1/ —1FE=) oh#EE (B) 8HHERICTHDET v ¥ W= YVHI Z i 668
FERITHTHD, PEOFERGEHRZzHmT 2RE 2Rz LizLBbns,

TREDNEE TR, BPEO XY RZ I 7RIS L) - THERZRIE LT
%L, B ETEI S HASNZ K51 (flZ 1 Frame 1992: XXXIV ), 20 [(6)68
[(6)48] “THij 668/667 4F, Hij 648/647 fE2 K LIz T LI/ %, /NE T &Y DORHAZ i 648
7 H2PE & TSR 648/647 FEHID T £1T72 D, ] 668/667 AL T LTNUX, N
ORI RE D 7 & 2 WNZ WA 20 5D T & 755, LirL, TORIZE
FIES B I BB OFEl AT D E TH O, TOIFEEFSHROMEE Lz,
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SCFH) EERETHAROIERD T v 2V 7 2 BEKEM UIERARERTH D, H
AREECTHRIE T V7 OBGRR b % RIS U TAEE NIARR OO —FITH %, Z
DX HEWED A 7 X L] OB & OREhiihs 72 % 2 2 BERH BLix % 2400
R, »2VEAHAERRTOREICHE D LD TId AL, HEOBERZSRL TR -
TWVW5Z &%, ARTREROERT V7 HHEICET 28R L3S TOIThERE,
TP ZNERHD ) 7V T ¢ Ll MR AT [T OFERREDBOTEREE
M atda T lickd, WDTHLNMCTER, 5B XTI OBODEROHT
ZOVTVTABEDXICLTHO EF SNz, AWFERSZNLEED ke
DFFAIR LIS K > THIZEL T E 72\, FRCHEX O L 75 5 DIZODEF] & 75> 7e X
Bk (BE) OBEET, chick b I BODBREOMRZ T RIGEDI v, I
RIciE, mENERET V7 285 LT AEMERET 2ICES> T HE R E LML T
WETZW,

7 31 ~fFE

F I EDET 648 (/647) FE2 7w 3 2 )LNZ IV DIRTEE 20 4F & fl Uzl (o
BNCNENTTT 2 LWL TV HENDE) vy a - Yals - TFVORMEIC
BT 2ERNHA 5, [/ —bFEARIBTHICY YV 2« Val s UFEHE 2045
HIZEBT ZHLZ DIRIA Olmstead (1923: 471) 2 & LICi SN, ZDH% 33 THRICHIFTD
Ty a)UNZ NN RV AT Al TR DOMEANDH DI SkE (Olmstead
1923: 471-475 I 5 ) Z i, 32 THOF 648 /£ 7 HEIF OB EHNTWE (FE
2002:286) C &Zz2fRELTHL,

A

AWFZE DRI S 7z > Tl ISPS FHFE: JP18H05445, JP18K00987 DEIRK #2532\ Tz ZF
FEDFTARMBIEZ DO TR ZTHN . BRI BERSCAEICIERIRO G EZE UH
LCIHW . RROBIUCY 125> Tid, BEDFR, Bk K GUERART V7
XA > 2 —) ISRz, fl L TTE# L 72w,

i A —va—07y VT EEER

R1EMB IO 2 IR LI EO—E XA, Olmstead (1923: 46-47: maps 2-3) D/
KRB L Z2ZERE LTy U7 E—EERD, Mraoky—)L - 7770 G
DYV TIEBRET 1970 IS AT 2 —TF VICBAE LAY — 3 — (1918-2001; I
Alkhas [2001] BI8) D [7w 2 UT AN &LTT vy T HEDKEBTAT VT«
T+ ZFaRkUTe ThN b RELRY, HER, S6M, T L TUENIC Y v U7 N TH % |
(Qashisho 2006) OHIC 7w ) 7HEEBIHO L5 L LTHATNTWVWS, HiidoR
ENZOM, K 1EMTERZ S TRCF TR UMK R Log R & ik il
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