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The Interaction between Haruki Murakami’s Travel Writings and Novels
from the 1980s to 2010s

Makoto Hayashi

Abstract

In this paper, we will consider the interaction between Haruki Murakami's travel writings and
novels. The works included here are his travel writings: Tor taiko, Henkyo, kinkyo, and Laos ni
Ittai Nani ga Aru to lundesuka, and his novels: Sputnik Sweetheart, The Wind-Up Bird
Chronicle, and Colorless Tasaki and the Year of His Pilgrimage are considered. First, it will be
argued that Murakami's travel serves as fieldwork for his novels. Next, it will be clarified how
everydayness is translated into extraordinariness, and, conversely, how extraordinariness is
translated into everydayness in Murakami's works. In conclusion, this paper shows that

Murakami's novels have a direct influence on his travel writings as well as vice versa.
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