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An illustrative example is presented to show that a structure with hilltop branching that has bifurcation
points at the limit point is naturally generated by optimization. It is shown that imperfection sensitivity
of a hilltop branching point is governed by a piecewise linear law even for the case where many bifurcation points exist at a limit point.
It is also shown that the maximum load of a column-type frame is not much reduced by an imperfection of a practically acceptable small

range.
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