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This dissertation examines the current state of development-forced displacement and resettlement (DFDR) in
terms of the policies of lenders to development projects and the regulatory environment of the receiving countries.
The author identifies a central paradox: although resettlement policy has benefitted from extensive research on
outcomes and strengthening of safeguards over many decades, it is clear that in most cases of resettlement due to
infrastructure projects resettlement policies have failed to achieve the central objective of enhancing or restoring
livelihoods and living standards. The thesis seeks to investigate if and how this paradox can be resolved, through
improved policy formulation or policy implementation, or via country legal frameworks. The dissertation contains
eight chapters, as follows.

Chapter 1 introduces the origins and development of lender resettlement policy at the World Bank and
other international financial institutions derived from evidence-based feedback links between resettlement
practice and policies.

In Chapter 2 the author explains the central paradox of lagging improvement in resettlement outcomes,
applying three common analytical frameworks, which, when adopted by lenders, may affect the process and
outcomes of resettlement for affected people. The author also explains about the methodologies applied in the
study, notably the anthropology of policy and the anthropology of law. These interactive, bottom-up analytical
approaches treat policy as a dynamic study in social relations and semantic meaning. The author examines
multiple data sets at the global, national and project level, including a review of laws and regulations in 40 Asia
Pacific countries and a case study of a lauded resettlement project in West Papua, Indonesia, which is the subject
of Chapter 3.

Chapter 4 investigates the evolution of theoretical models to explain resettlement processes and
outcomes and their impacts on lender policies. The author concludes with the need to include social and cultural
factors in this analysis and to integrate advocacy alliances in resettlement on behalf of those affected.

Chapter 5 addresses the notion of negotiated settlement between willing buyers and willing sellers of
land to ameliorate some of the worst impoverishment outcomes by rendering involuntary resettlement voluntary,
in a quest to address the inherent power asymmetries among stakeholders.

Chapter 6 seeks to apply the understandings gleaned from a half-century of research on DFDR to policy
now being drafted to govern community relocation due to the impacts of climate change. Based on a database of
legal and regulatory frameworks for DFDR in 40 Asia Pacific nations the author finds that there still exists a need
to avoid resettlement when possible, institutionalize free, prior and informed consent by affected people and to
prioritize human rights and livelihood outcomes, for both DFDR and climate change-forced relocation.

Chapter 7, the discussion section, revisits the research questions and their implications for resettlement
policy and outcomes. The author asserts that the project lending culture and other factors impede the formation
of effective dialogic feedback links from research to resettlement policy and practice. Yet prospects exist for
strengthened outcomes for affected people based on increasingly progressive national laws and regulations.
Chapter 8 summarizes the main findings and presents recommendations to strengthen human rights provisions
and stakeholder consultations, improve social and environmental impact assessment analyze resettlement
outcomes and regularly review research and outcomes with lenders, borrowers and researchers.
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