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RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS AT THE ROMAN SAMARIA

Hideo Ogawa

The result of the archaeological study of the Koreum and the Stadium at
Samaria has shown us the following chronology of the cult of Koré: Period
I=25 B. C.~A. D. 66 and Period II=c. A. D. 150~c. A. D. 400. From the
epigraphical and archaeological evidences, however scanty they may be, it is
still possible to trace some outline of the history, the idea of god, the rite,
the organisation and the architectural elements of the cult.

Martialis and his sect of the Koré worship, whose activity seems to be con-
fined to the city area, was almost contemporary with Simon Magus and his
rather larger sect, who evangelized, on the other hand, mainly in the districts
of Samaria. As Pére Vincent pointed out, both sects may have had a common
origin in the local (Syrian) cult of Helena and the Dioscurci. Moreover both
may be synchronized and in each stage of their histories they may have
influenced each other ideologically. .

In some details of these two religions there are remarkable similarities to the
religions of Christ and of the Prophet of Qumran. It may be argued therefore
that these religious movements in the hinterland Syria-Palestine in the late Hel-
lenistic and early Roman periods, with the activities of some “mages hellénisés”,

point to one of the original homes of the mystery religions in the Roman Empire.
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