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A Sale Contract from the Achaemenid Babylonia
housed in the Kyoto University Museum

TTRN T

Hajime YAMAMOTO

Abstract This paper presents the transliteration and translation of a cuneiform tablet (Museum
number 993-90), one of five unpublished cuneiform tablets housed in the Kyoto University Museum. The
tablet is a sale contract concerning ownership of a real estate and a slave, crafted in Babylon under the
Achaemenid Empire in the 18" year of Darius I (507 B. C. E.). It is from the archive of the Egibi family : a
family famous for its private enterprises in Babylon during the 6™ century B. C. E. The contract details
are carved on the obverse while the names of the witnesses appear on the reverse. According to the
contract, Nabii~ittanu, who was a proxy of the head of the Egibi family, bought ownership of 5 gan# of
property and half ownership of a slave from Nergal~usézib. The text also specifies that the silver paid for
the purpose was of Marduk-nai-apli, the head of the Egibi family in that period, and the tablet itself had
been made for him. Since Nergal-usézib, the seller, was his brother, the contract was made between
brothers of the Egibi family via a proxy. A duplicate of this tablet belongs to the British Museum (BM
30637 ; Dar. 467).

Keywords cuneiform tablet (BRI CEHH), Akkadian (7 v & FE&), Achaemenid Babylonia (7
o A G A ¥ T = 7)), Kyoto University Museum (GUEB RSB A 4 EE)
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