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Preface

This book is a collection of papers contributed by participants at the symposium (open)
on “Study of the History of Mathematics”, held at Kyoto University Research Institute for
Mathematical Sciences (RIMS) from September 2 to September 4" 2019. The collections of
papers has been published since 2012 (except 2013 and 2014) as a RIMS Koékytroku Bessatsu
whose papers were peer reviewed and were prepared in the final form by the authers. This
book has been quickly published with the cooperation of the authors and the reviewers.

This symposium has been held every year since 1997, and mathematicians and mathemat-
ical historians meet together in one place. The lectures given this year were 6 in Japanese
mathematics wasan, 2 in European and American mathematics, 2 in acceptance of European
mathematics in Japan, and 2 in mathematical philosophy.

Prof. Shigeru Jochi, who prepared for this year’s symposium, fell ill shortly before the
program was organized, and I accepted the research represenntative of this symposium without
the applicants being handed over.

Prof. Jochi seems to have negotiated invitations with some overseas scholars, but was unable
to respond, so I canceled the negotiation and gave presentations only to domestic researchers.
Therefore, the schedule planed until the morning of September 5 has been shortened by half
a day. And no lecture on the history of east Asian mathematics was given.

The situation was reported on email to previous symposia participants or on the math-
ematical history mailing list of the Mathematical Society of Japan, and then some former
research representatives offered to cooperate. In particular, Prof. Emer. Tatsuhiko Kobayashi
supported the representative as a de facto deputy representative, and undertook a keynote
report with the moderator of the discussion entitled “How to Activate Study of the History of
Mathematics in Japan” at the last session of this symposium. For the discussion, please refer
to the keynote report including the opinions of the participants at the end of this book.

March 14, 2020
Naoki Osada
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