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Postwar Nikkatsu and Film Costume

Chihiro TaTSUMI

its Uniqueness and Contemporaneity

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Academics in the West have pointed out the importance of film costume since 1970s, and
have expanded their research on it in the last thirty years. In Japan, however, it was rarely considered as a

legitimate object of study.

This paper attempts to trace the history of Nikkatsu, a Japanese film studio which resumed
filmmaking in 1954, through film costume with reference to the work by Hanae Mori, who made
numerous costumes for Nikkatsu, and to the testimony of people such as costume staff and Akane
Shiratori, a former scripter at Nikkatsu. Then, characteristic costumes for both men and women are
discussed to examine their meanings and functions in consideration of social backgrounds.
Subsequently, the changes in costumes with the times are analyzed from a gender perspective to
demonstrate how strongly Nikkatsu at the time captured the gaze by female spectators as well as that by

male ones.



