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How did Rai Sanyo think about Chanoyu and Sencha

Yukitada SHIMAMURA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper is to reconsider the criticism of Chanoyu (% ®1;) by Rai Sanyo (11115, 1780~
1832) and to clarify his thought about Sencha (Fi{Z).

Sanyo’s sencha have been mentioned in biographical studies and in studies of the culture history of
sencha. And all of them discuss Sanyo’s criticism of Chanoyu. This is because Sanyo often compares
Sencha and Chanoyu, and emphasis the advantage over the latter. Therefore, in order to understand
Sanyo’s Sencha, it is necessary to consider his criticism of Chanoyu. However, previous studies only
cited historical materials, and did not fully interpret them. So, many problems have been left about
Sanyo's criticism of Chanoyu.

In this paper, we will first clarify the reasons for criticizing Chanoyu. In doing so, it will be necessary
to consider the influence of Sanyo’s view of history and his political thoughts. This is because when
Sanyo discusses Tea, he often uses the terminology used in historical and political writings. Conversely,
we can also find descriptions about tea in those. Studies about Sanyo seem to have been conducted
separately for his arts and hobbies, and for his historical and political thoughts. However, in fact, we will
understand that those issues are confused and cannot be discussed separately.
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