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qualifications for the task he had to perform.----- He is a Nanking refugee, and was kindly recommended by the Rev. J. Edkins,
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who accidentally met with him at Soo — chow, a few months ago.
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Another treatise was on Midwifery, including puerperal diseases and infantile affections. This is mainly a translation of
®
Churchill's and Ramsbotham’'s works.
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Knowledge Translation, Production, and Body Politics:
Focusing on China's First Western Obstetrics and

Gynecology Treatise Fuying Xinshuo
by
YAO Yi

This article focuses on Fuying Xinshuo, one of British missionary doctor
Hobson’s “Five Kinds of Western Medicine Books”, and the first book on
Western obstetrics and gynecology published in Chinese. The article
examines, from a gender perspective, what knowledge was included, how
that body of knowledge was constructed, and how it was accepted in China
at that time. In recent years there have been many studies on the
transmission and acceptance of Western medicine in China. Those studies
have considered questions including the impact of traditional Western
medicine and the response of Chinese intellectuals, the process in which
knowledge was translated and produced, and the social world that shaped

(282)



negotiations and adaptation of that knowledge. We have also seen an
increase in studies analyzing the views of the body reflected in Chinese-
Western medicine. This paper builds on those perspectives, considering the
translation and promotion of Fuying Xinshuo within the discourses on the
body politics linked to questions of civilizational hegemony. This paper first
found that Fuving Xinshuo did not include sections on medical equipment
and surgery, which are usually considered to be elements of advanced
practice in Western medicine; these were presumably excluded since they
were thought to be incompatible with the constitution and customs of the
Chinese people. In addition to medical knowledge, Fuying Xinshuo also
includes content describing modern Western views on the body, gender,
morality, and theology, using as illustration factual material including plates,
statistics, and other data. Explanations organically link ideas of the body,
gender, morals, and theology. This article argues that while there has been
much discussion of the dramatic impact of the Hobson's “Five Kinds of
Western Medicine Books” on Chinese medicine, at least for the first twenty
years after its publication Fuying Xinshuo had little impact. The main
reason for this was that Western obstetrics and gynecology, unlike other
medical fields, were not accepted in China because of a cultural aversion to
surgical operations and gender norms.

Key Words; Fuying Xinshuo, Benjamin Hobson, history of medicine,
body politics, gender
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