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Calls to Emancipate Muslim Women from within the Russian Empire:
The Views of O. S. Lebedeva and A. Agaev on the Equality

between Men and Women in Islam
by
OBIYA Chika

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Russian Empire had almost 20
million Muslims within its borders. This article brings into perspective an
overview of the Muslim women’s emancipation movement in the Russian
Empire in that era and focuses on two Russian works calling for the
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liberation of Muslim women from within the Russian Empire: About the
Emancipation of Muslim Woman (1900) by the Russian translator and
orientalist Ol'ga Sergeevna Lebedeva and Woman According to Islam and in
Islam (1901) by the Azerbaijani Muslim journalist and reformist Akhmed-bek
Agaev. Both works were based on the idea of equality between men and
women in accordance with Islamic principles. By analyzing these works and
referring to relevant literature, this paper sheds light on how such
perspectives on Muslim women’s emancipation resonated in a cross-border
arena. The author argues that both Lebedeva and Agaev intended to resist
orientalist views of the Muslim world in Russia and found sympathizers
among some contemporary Muslim activists and writers, including key
figures such as Qasim Amin from Egypt, Fatma Aliye from Turkey, and
Syed Ameer Ali from British India.

Key Words; Ol'ga Sergeevna Lebedeva, Akhmed-bek Agaev,
Russian Empire, Emancipation of Muslim women,
Islam and gender
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