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Positioning of 1+X Certificate System in Higher Vocational Education
in China

ZHANG Jieli

To clarify the positioning of the 1+X Certificate System of Higher Vocational Education in China, this
paper summarizes the various certificates from the institutional framework and the acquisition methods
in the field of higher vocational education. As a result, the direction to establish close links between higher
vocational education and industry has been seen since 2000, and the concrete method has changed from
the application of the existing Vocational qualification certificates itself to the establishment of Vocational
skill level certificates that reflect various vocational standards. At present, Academic diplomas, Vocational
qualification certificates, and Vocational skill level certificates are all available at the same time, and the
Double Certificates and the 1+X Certificate System consisting of these combinations have different
positions. The 1+X Certificate System is intended to improve the possibility of mobility between the
workers’ education and vocation, the thus to make the boundary between the field of higher vocational

education and industry unclear, and is positioned as a bridge that reflects the demandd of both sides.
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