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Consideration of “badness” and destruction in crime: from the
viewpoints of phenomena and experience

NAGATANI Yuta

Many articles have dealt with the concept of “badness” vaguely, because it is difficult to understand it’s
whole aspect. This article reviews the character of badness through crime. Badness can be divided into
morality-based and experience-based. In addition, it is suggested that criminals have a sense of lacking
strength and destructive emotions, fear, and anxiety. These destructive emotions become adaptive with
the function of badness that objectifies the emotions. This function symbolizes a container. In argument
regarding the relation between badness and a sense of guilt, it is suggested that it is important to establish
a foundation to contain their destructive emotions. It is necessary to approach not only “dynamic risk
factors” but also emotional foundations with psychodynamic methods. In addition, clinical psychologists
must keep in mind that they must not to be a slave to “evil,” but it is necessary to capture professionally

how the subject experiences badness.
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Keywords: badness, crime, dual structure of badness, underground stems model
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