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A NEW STUDY OF THE ARISTOCRACY AND THE POWER OF
THE EMPEROR IN THE SOUTHERN DYNASTIES,
CONCERNING ERPIN CAIKAN “_{&F ¥t AND MENDI ERPIN 3t

LI Jicang

It goes without saying that the Nine-rank System JUiti B A2 characterized
the aristocracy of the Six Dynasties. According to Miyazaki Ichisada, when
zhongzheng W IE were sent to provinces and prefectures by the imperial court and
xiangpin ¥ (local ranks) were given to the official candidates, they were usually
influenced by xianglun #555 (local opinion), which was formed in the local society.
The xiangpin determined the original rank of a person’s official career, in other
words, his initial guanpin B (official rank). Both xiangpin and guanpin had nine
ranks, and their interrelationship was very close. For example, when a person
started his political career with a xiangpin of the second rank, his first official
position would generally be one of the sixth rank, the difference between xiangpin
and guanpin was usually four. After his initial rank, this person could finally be
promoted to the second rank if his achievements and contributions were
recognized. Tanigawa Michio, who paid careful attention to the structure of the
Nine-rank System, explained that the fundamental factor that determined a
person’s qualifications or status to enter the world of aristocratic officialdom was
local society that was outside the emperor’s authority. We must now deepen our
study on such problems from two viewpoints. First, there is room for
reinterpretation as the meanings of the pertinent historical sources are still in
dispute. Second, in terms of the autonomy of aristocrats, we must explain it in
relation to the emperor’s authority because as well as being socially determined by
factors such as xianglun, and the aristocrats also functioned as bureaucratic officials.

This paper considers two technical terms seen in historical sources that are
related to the Nine-rank System : mendi erpin P-4 and erpin caikan — &+,
and reexamines the relation between the emperor’s authority and aristocracy in the
Southern Dynasties in light of previous research. Erpin catkan meant a person of
humble status, or one coming from a humble family, who assumed an official post
that required xiangpin rank two. This concept was established in order to allow a
person to become a high-ranking official due to his abilities and not his background.
Although such a person could assume a position that required xzangpin rank two,
this did not mean he would attain the status of xzangpin rank two. In short, while
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the appearance of the concept of erpin caikan reflects aristocratic autonomy within
the imperial court, we can also see more clearly that the limits of the power of
emperors in the Southern Dynasties, who had difficulty giving xiangpin rank two to
their close secretaries.

SOGDIANS WITH THE CONFERRED IMPERIAL SURNAME DURING
THE LATTER HALF OF THE TANG DYNASTY : THE CASE OF
THE AN % CLAN OF LIANGZHOU WUWEI iM% AND
THEIR CONFERRED IMPERIAL SURNAME

FUKUSHIMA Megumi

Sogdian’s surnames such as An %, Kang H¢, and Mi >k are telling clues in
identifying Sogdians in historical sources. In the latter half of the Tang dynasty,
however, we find Sogdians with the conferred imperial surname Li % instead of a
Sogdian surname. The loss of Sogdian's surnames can be seen as an essential
turning point in the history of the Sogdians who later intermingled with other
Eurasian tribes and were subsumed into them. Thus, in this paper, I focus on
Sogdians with the conferred imperial surname and consider the trends concerning
these names. First, in order to understand the conferred imperial surname in
general during the Tang dynasty, I exhaustively tracked cases in historical sources
and analyzed their patterns and meanings. In historical writings and stone
inscriptions, I found the following five names : Li Baoyu 2546 %, Li Guochen Z=H FL,
Li Guozhen Z=# ¥, Li Yuanzhong 2578 and Li Yuanliang #5731, Furthermore,
among these Sogdians, I focus especially on Li Baoyu and Li Baozhen ZHfiE. who
was a paternal younger cousin and the successor of the former. This concentration
is based on the fact that Li Baoyu and Li Baozhen belonged to the An clan who
controlled and managed the Sogdian colony in Liangzhou Wuwei ¥ 1 & & for
generations, and would be representative of the Sogdian merchants who emigrated
to China. Itis also the result of the fact that Li Baozhen is the rare case of a Sogdian
whose name can be found in three kinds of historical sources, that is, monuments,
epitaphs, and biographies in official histories, and it is thus possible to compare the
accounts in these historical materials. As a result of these considerations, although
the conferred imperial surname of the clan, the transfer of their legal domicile, and
the failure of succession to Jiedushi &iJ%f# were all events that symbolized the end
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