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Abstract

In 1927, the Institut franco—japonais du Kansai opened on Mt. Kujo of Kyoto as a centre in
charge of teaching French and promoting a cultural exchange between France and Japan.
Designed as a higher education institution, it comprised a “women’s division”, which aimed to
train women teachers for women'’s schools. English and German were at the time mainly used in
higher education institutions for men. In other words, France strategically established this
division in order to expand its sphere of influence through women'’s division in Kansai.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the activities of this “women’s division” during its
first years (1927-36), taking into consideration the enhancement of women's education and
women's participation in society. This division was the result of French political strategies, but it
is also important to understand that Japanese strongly backed up the idea of giving an educational
opportunity to women with motivation. For example, this institution had woman students take
lessons usually reserved to men and opened free Saturday lectures on French cuisine and French
embroidery, etc. These were advanced attempts for the early 20" century. Studying the history of
the Institute therefore leads to a deeper understanding of the acceptance of French culture in
Kansai.

Keywords : Institut franco—japonais du Kansai, Kyoto, France, girls’ and women’s education,
cultural exchange
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