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Ancient Egyptian Goddesses Dual Maat:

An Exploration of the Evolving Conception and Its Essence
by
HIGO Tokihisa

Dual Maat (M3‘ty) are the Ancient Egyptian goddesses who personified the
abstract Egyptian concept of maat (m¥t). These two goddesses had an impact
on ancient Egyptian beliefs as they appeared in the scene of the judgement
of the dead that forms one of the core themes of the Book of the Dead. They
appear in various forms, such as the dual goddesses, a pair of male and
female gods, or a single goddess with two feathers on her head. The essence
and reason for the transformation of Dual Maat have not been fully
understood, although scholars have focused on their iconography and
descriptions in the Book the Dead.

Given this background, the author has returned to sources from the Old
and Middle Kingdom prior to the Book of the Dead, which he had dealt with
in previous works, and proceeded to analyze the origin and cases of the
transformation of the concept of Dual Maat before the New Kingdom. Based
on these findings, he considers changes in the meaning of the word mi‘ty
through a comparison of the meanings and determinatives of the word,
which suggest there was a change in the interpretation of the word around
the Middle Kingdom. Moreover, the paired relationship involved in Maat,
attested in the Coffin Texts, indicates a clear notion of Dual Maat as a pair
formed by two divinities that is depicted in New Kingdom sources had
already developed in the Middle Kingdom.

Key Words; Ancient Egypt, Maat, Religion, Dual Maat, Coffin Texts
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