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“Principles of Yin and Yang” and “Theory of Four Social

Classes” in Mori Shigeyoshi’s Warisansho
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Abstract

In 1622, Mori Shigeyoshi published the Warisansho a mathematical book with a
preface. The Warisansho is an abacus-based math book that addresses practical issues
following the multiplication table.

The preface to this Warisansho explains the origin of numbers, incorporating the content
of the Old Testament book of Genesis. There is a lot of research on this point. But there is
a continuation of this preface. This is an explanation of the Yin-Yang principle that
originated in Chinese Confucianism.

In this paper, we will not pursue from the perspective of Christianity, but from the view
of mathematics possessed by Mori Shigeyoshi.

Then, clarify the following four points.

1) Why did Mori Shigeyoshi publish a statement focusing on "division"?

1) Why did Mori Shigeyoshi adopt the Principles of Yin and Yang as the theory that

goes through the Warisansho?

1i1) How was Mori Shigeyoshi influenced by mathematics in China and Western Europe?

1v) What kind of influence did Mori Shigeyoshi's view of mathematics have on Japanese

academic research?
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25 Christopher Clavius (1583) Epitome Arithmeticae Practicae, Roma.
26 FIEE(R), =), ot (&) (1614) FSCHER] (TR 5F 5%, R LLaE#EA4T
MR (1955) [HEIFREEI L mESER] P, @) .
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27 René Descartes (1637), La Géométrie, Paris.

8 Christophorus Clavius (1604) , Geometria Practica, Mainz. Lib.3, Problemata 2 Aliter 7

29 Bobi%(1607) [HIEEZRL, BFIREN 15 e, EW&OF 156 Mok [=8EE) AfEsh Ty
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31 Society of Jesus, Dennis Smolarski(Tr.) (2002),“Historical Documents, Partl, Sections on Mathematics from
the Various Editions of the Ratio Studiorum”, in, Science in Context, 15(3), pp.459-464.

32 [hahifl] wore SEHORIRGE.
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