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An historic territory, or homeland
Common myths and historical memories
A common, mass public culture

Common legal rights and duties for all members
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A common economy with territorial mobility for members
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In this choice of inheritance we have given to our frame of polity the image of a

relation in blood ; binding up the constitution of our country with our dearest

domestic ties; adopting our fundamental laws into the bosom of our family
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And so, when I [narrator] hearken to Bettesworth, I feel that it is not to an

exceptional man, and still less to an oddity that I am listening ; but that in his quiet

voice I am privileged to hear the natural, fluent, unconscious talk, as it goes on over

the face of the country, of the English Race, rugged, unresting, irresistible. The

Race—not the aggregate of individuals, but the Stirp or Stock that puts forth

Bettesworth by the million, and rejoices in its English soil and loves hard knocks of
adventure and necessity everywhere. (The Bettesworth Book, 89 ; TR 1LEEH)
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B X W& % %9 % D72, “the native orderliness, the self-reliance, the indomitable
vigour of our English breed” (9) %25, Ny YU —ADFEOFKIIH o720 7 —<
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2HIEEL, TR PMELE L7 v DIy v T — ARZFEFT o8 L 72,
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Shutting his mouth doggedly, Bettesworth went back to his cottage, to live alone there

with his cat. There had been some talk of his going into lodgings ; but after all, this was
still his home. Should he once give it up, he reasoned, and dispose of his furniture, it

would be impossible ever again to form a home of his own, however much he might

desire to do so. To live with neighbours might be very well ; yet how if he and they

should disagree? He would have burnt his boats ; he would be unable to resume his

independence. Better were it, then, to keep while he still had it a place where he was his

own master, and take the risk of being lonely. (Surrey Labourer 179)
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1 Henry La Thangue, The Last Furrow
(1895)

2 George Clausen, An Old Woman
(1887)

3 George Clausen, Head of a Peasant 4 George Clausen, The Shepherdess
Woman (1882) (1885)
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