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7V DN AR LT, ZOERBBED A L XR—TdH 57~ C. E. Cadle 1%, 1928 4£ 10 A 15

H A7 New York Times i CLA F D L D ISR TW 5, S (B ) 1X2~3 OFEND
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bWADLFEEMA TS, TLTETOWIEE, NEFERICBT D5 - BIEITEICRE
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&L BAOBUL - MEZIRILL 720 & v 5 BUBUR o RS0 NEHEIZ 6+ 2 — ik 72 B
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) T DHMEENBNT, DA A =T T LORNA MARSHALL (¥, BfEOFTIET
FHEEICH D=y T =% THIO Y 2 K7 > Jul’hoan) "D & T, FOFEL LM 1
DFA 72 A 21T 572, MARSHALL[1976]IC LT, Y aFRT X2 2D HETAL %5
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7oL EIZBROEERI 2 R D, oS /) L oA —TF— & O ik BIFR-OMA B BA6R 23 JE B s & 7K
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VaRkT v OBBEBBROB) X I OY . 5L ey UF LW o T B B
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DHLDOERWTINE TIEE A ERE STV [cf. BARNARD 1992: 39-41; SUZMAN

2001: 33], TN B 7 UL, VakT L EDA T VT e Ml EE [ BARNARD 1992]
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eV aRT UTIRARE B ONDBIRAHN L RBOOND —FH T, HERHEE
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252 5400 7R ETHERS, 1FEAEDORANL6 DL EO4ATRIZE B D,

AT LTI, 7 VIXEHAOBRERRZ B0 & T HIEEOR B O BB OFEA
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DHEESNTZITHE DD LT, 70 TiEEFOaIa =7 B ELT, JRVEPHICHTES
BE AR LB 03D, 20— T, 7 U EERO X S 2SR ER b IS RIAT
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LTV, AADAMERLEN Y IRGE X O EIZ K0 AETEEZ B D) Ty 2 [WIDLOK
1999], SHIZZINHLOF Y T EHL LI, Z<DFRNUA (FE LTI/ V=r~) N
FRERBL TN D, 72 b A A LB TOHIROIGEFE & 72 > TV D AR R
95, LL, ZyenAF DX T TREICENENY ViEENA T LFEDHN
DAL, ENEIUCKBR R AAT R DO RZ — Ml SN 5, 7o, 7o b A F 2 b4E
REBHXOEE L DL LR DG TIIR 2 DOX Y VT OENEITEZ L HIZTH I LN
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Lize RIBEORNIZZ VThHD, MATNAF L, ANUADIH, 7 UDAEFE EL
RSB D> TE AL b EO, JAREOREBIT25 4T, ARERICL DT A=V T 4
OARIL, 7145, "AFTLTH, ARV RALThHoT, 45 Ea—3EICHEIC
7 UFRBRERRIRD AT o7, MEIOFRREFEITN 1~2 7o 7, R5E T LIz, ATERE
DRI My 7 OFNI Lo TA v X Ba—% 1~10 [ENZH Tz, A ¥ Ea—TiEZ
DEFTT 4=V R — & Lol ZHICHOREETFIEICE > TELNIHER (IR,
Al AFEA R, RESHERRLE) 2x, MAZ &7 7 A VEER LT, LT TH
AT 2HEBNLIZ D7 7 A MCES L, ST E AN ROBES, 7 v &g F LD

B, AL RO b L TOBRBREICHT T,

I 720OFREk - HEE®BREIR=ZS T«

1 oA NURDBEE
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ENOHZESELEFEHO S LT, VU350 = — EORT 4 I— AL
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DB LV DOLEOIAREH SN T b5 LN EThD, FlziXs U eTid,
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Z L TH T EESRICRE RS 35 » 72 £\ 9 [WILLIAMS 1994: 113,1251,
D%, YT A DEALEIR DO HIB Y 23T AR D BURRIRET) 21K
TEETWoT, BETHANRVRE P OERREETIEINTH D, bod b 20 HHACAT
I ZE D LEEFEONIS LV o7 k9 Th D, IR T H0—H AT 1920 FF4EF N
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REXTHLTXDOR) OV T OREEZH> T2 AIDr o DFx » FITHEATHIE

(2000 FEIZMSY) . PRIZ T o NFT E NI TEEN, Z T EDRDFETHE- T,

B AUTITEN 3 ANz, F1FEL7 CTRORTE, $F2EE7 v, H3ETIV=vy <o,
FHE 2 ADANAFLDORMEEHE L., TN DREFEHE L, RIIREFRLLS TS5 7 ADFavixA
(sibling)® 5 FEHT, 5~7 HHOX a VXA IR LR ULE, FAFREIFIFEICI TV=rv <58, Fhicdb Ly
VEERONA FLFEERIRETEE Lz, KOFTIIE L2 DENNREFF-> T e, RITENDLEEIS> T,
X 4 DG TEY, REVOBRRXRDOBLD, iid&x DEDOLDE o7z, HFEOBFETIIELZHOM
DY), ZNNEEL 72D ERXOMOIHEY & V=, 45 200 BT E W e, &2 OFETHEEN 1 5
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BZ o, BOIXETROLOE 57, MTTCHFTH L Tz, KNZRHWFE 'O/ TFE
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—fEI, DL B2 O/NBTRBLE E o7, 3 AOFETIFIIFR U L 5 W a2, §ENNEHT D

Xz L3 otz RUTEH., o s &R EINT T2, FKIE G0 £ TiTo 72, 7 A\FITiX

L DY RNAFTAPEATNE, FOFIITRORRLF a XA bEEND, FOBETITR N

bz, ETOY UVERITEFEL TV, RIZFNSO N FEERELEZ D BETREZ 5 2720 L

TW(Z 4=/ F/— MELT EN & 189) 2000(12): 4-10),

I—H AZADRFITBIE AN R T, P AHERCER 2L T\, Tz oM

BOANCREFCORIZLIELITRO NS N e —27 747 K[, SUZMAN

2001: 27313234125 HH LTS, ANV RITH NS HBOBSLE A 525, 20
BT A - okl 2 3 5 721 Tk < . T OEBRCHAESIIRE E 8 L= X8
EELERNE VW) EEOLIDBHFFIND, 29 LIEEFREZFELT, 282760

T EBITH 2 DA RS B D[ef. SUZMAN 2001: 27,30], Vo OMflix, —HrlcA SR

WIRGIET 2D TIF72R <, LIELIE XY K RA N R 2RO TRET 5, BURBEMRIZZ

MICBEE T D ME AF L, FieR2 B COEE LB T 272D OBEERER L 25,

V=B ADWHOWSIRIIIC AT FE, bbb U ETEHE 1| E2V 0oL EY

DLFETHDAREMENH D, —DADORFIX, & 1 FEr7 o 0FE Ob—h AORHE) %

Kol-, LT 3 ANDOEETXLTETEEIH T, AN AROEEIZE > THMED R

TRBMNER L, ElobIITThEN 1 EHOMAEN G2 DN iZiTE o7,
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=B ZOREHIT 3 BEHOMEDO®%, V—h AZEATE, Bk, BixRKiINA A LDH

HThole, V—HATANCVARDFEL L LTHETHIL, KBEFE LT 50T

HERBOEHMEOFN T2 LT\, GI0 ETERICHE -7, ZiuTyEe LTI

B

BT THD, VA AFTEL DEICHEHONDRBOE#ED S & ML A R E LT

I

AFELTWEE W LD, EREDEFIL, ROFEELREE L T—E LT,

FH2: LIEL LTRIZEADRKEARTEBONELL, DI TEL 2o7z, BT R2ESHWIEST,
KD, COBMITMND 7 T =% v BfkE, FRBBIIRD 3 NOKOFE LT bIZpEl Sz, ko
T EBBIT=NE (HiR) OWRED THELBEREDMELZITIND, —FH., ZEELTEHIEFTZAEN
Rie DD ROMELFETE RV, 3 AOFEZFEZTNENRIO L ZABE Lz, FITRSxa V&A%
HNTY VORBENEL INTEMNICE ST, UNTETIHE, 70 FLRBFILICF Y T EZT
W, ZU=% b 4 FREATWE, RHIZZ 00Xy P THAO LS D LA L 5k o7, FA-
LI &Mz b - T\, R, 7T =v~DEDIMTORE, EBEYOIE, RIRE X Ao
NEOFMER L2 L, FHEIRXDLMGE LY XN 20 BHIFE W, YXRESAEELFELOLD
T, T ARZ OIBFGINITE ENRVDTE, BAEEED OFFMLERE BT o7z, VAT E T 6 FREES,

FHIZ ORI Y H12 o7z, FAT S O FRIATITAT 720> > 72(FN 2000(12): 32-39),

N RO E K[ cf. KREIKE 1996] Tlx, A D~ K< > (omwene omukunda)?3 4 1~2 88

DA Z T BT 2 =7 1 ZWRTHFE GEH B (HHEEV RSN, Z0

EERPHECT D EHONy B Al EHE2 R VIRDMERIDE T D, 7RSI FEBEITH 7272
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Sl 2 HA D72V R Y | Z o B AR L TR S 2 LITHDR VW, Ee ARBEE OIS
BIL Tl ¥ (epata: 7 V=% <il)d HWMIT T E(ezimo: o R ATEE) & MHINDRER D
270 s VAT APV END, =AY OEARFETIE, FEbIB LT nb bR
DT NE ik U, FERMEILR Uz 2 2 ROF R’k 5, Lo TI I TIRE
I e RBEF U B R ORBLOGR DT & LI ES i SN T\ D, £h18
b DN BIE, BEBLOWH Th DA DIEE C o2 R oBlEZ T 535G H Y |
ZOFEHEIREEILA DT BB S D T2, FrB o EEME A FFD[cf. BROWN in press],

BULIEVZENZ L2, Z OHIR D 7 213k =(|’honi) & FEIZN D PR D K D> AT A[TAKADA
2008] % =/ Z LAEODIF TR L TV D, =3 LIAER, ENEND R = ITITEREYEIC
HOR T D4R DN T WD, T LR Z o> TREAR I D= XF LT8R | AR=13R
BB, ENPLET~EMRIND, EMEOHBESEEREORIICH > TiX
RFZ T ARPFEZE IR, V=B ADFID X SIZ, 7 v OFEREITBRRI % % il
ELTRERLNICHEME SIS, TNOOEBERIBEREZZETHE, 7 OR=F AV
ROTNRE LIZRBRDRFICHKRT D LEZBND, KETHD LT, 7 rOFR=13te
LANA FLBRFFORD Y AT K& ORI NR N,

ZHUSH DD B ZOHIRD 7 3, RFEDOHR =L L IUTHIET D ARGk (7
V=% Vilt) DT NZURHLEEZTND, £ 2 PRTEIE, Zahdr AL
% . (||"Haue: WO —FEIZ KT %), F=(Nlani: ZESICHRT ) V5 A=ld, ZhE
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Narratives of changes in life: Revisiting the “family” in San studies

TAKADA Akira

Keywords: ethnicity, fostering, intermarriage, Kalahari debate, life-story, Namibia

This paper re-examines the concept of family/kinship in San studies by analyzing

life-stories among the !Xun San living in north-central Namibia. Early researchers, who are now

called traditionalists, considered the San to be contemporary hunter-gatherers who provided a key to

the reconstruction of primitive forms of human society. They asserted that the Ju|’hoan, the most

famous group of San, maintained social order through simple social organizations based on family

ties. In the late 1980s, however, San studies reached a significant turning point. A group of

researchers, often called revisionists, argued that the San were merely groups of people who had

been transformed into an underclass within a larger politico-economic system that included

neighboring Bantu agropastoral communities. They considered that membership in a Ju|’hoan

kinship group formed the basis of entitlement to land and provided exchange networks for beadwork

and other symbolically valued materials.

In light of these research trends, study of the !Xun, a group of San living in north-central

Namibia, provides a valuable perspective on San studies. Combining all of the following elements,

comparison of the !Xun with the Ju|’hoan provides an unparalleled opportunity for intensive regional
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comparison [BARNARD 1992]: (1) The !Xun language is closely related both genetically and

typologically to the Ju|’hoan language. (2) Although several cognate kinship terms are recognized

between the !Xun and Ju|’hoan, their kinship and naming systems are also characterized by the

following considerable differences: (a) Rather than the well-known homonymous method

[MARSHAL 1976], the normal generational method predominates in the use of !Xun kinship terms;

(b) the !Xun have a surname system that is passed on by crossdescent, whereas the Ju|’hoan have no

such system; and (c) most !Xun individuals hold multiple names, such as the !Xun name, surname,

teknonym, nurse name, Hai|lom (a San group) name, Owambo name, and Christian name. (3) The

Ju|’hoan adopted a nomadic foraging lifestyle in their semiarid environment, whereas the !Xun have

learned a sedentary lifestyle in which members cultivate crops and work for the neighboring

Owambo agropastoralists. (4) The Ju|’hoan have remained relatively distant from other peoples until

recently, while the !Xun have had multidimensional contacts with powerful authorities, such as the

Owambo, colonial governments, and missionaries, for centuries.

The following examples of life-stories enable us to examine the interplay between their

ethnicity and familial/kin relationships with special reference to the applications of the surname

system of !Xun (||’honi), the clan system of Owambo (epata), and the surname system of Hailjom

(n'hao): (1) A male born of an Owambo father and a !Xun mother was raised as an Owambo. After

his father passed away, however, he moved into a !Xun camp with his mother and siblings and lived

as a !Xun, depending on Owambo people. (2) A male with Hai|lom parents worked for the Owambo

chief with his !Xun colleague for many years and then married a !Xun female. He then moved to a
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village founded by missionaries, where he was later chosen as the headman of the village’s !Xun

camp. (3) A !Xun girl born in a !Xun camp was fostered by an Owambo family for more than 10

years. She gave birth to two children, the first with an Owambo classmate and the second with an

Owambo ex-soldier. When she was pregnant with her third child, by the Owambo ex-soldier, she

went back to the ! Xun camp and decided to settle there.

The analysis of these examples elucidates the relationships among the ethnic groups living

in the area, societal functions of familial/kin ties, and the features of ethnic identity, as follows: (1)

Under apartheid regimes, colonial governments tried to facilitate segregation by ethnic group.

Contrary to this political intention, the !Xun in north-central Namibia developed cooperative

relationships with neighboring peoples, such as the Owambo and Hai||om, and have been involved in

a global politico-economic system. These cooperative relationships have been institutionalized in

various regional cultural conventions. As a result, the !Xun ethnic boundary has been maintained

despite drastic social changes. (2) The familial/kin relationships examined in this article provided a

pathway across the boundaries of several ethnic groups and formed the foundation for constructions

of lifeworlds in new settings. (3) Ethnicity is understood as a bundle of conventions from which

people choose in particular interactive settings, according to the available resources and the

relational histories among participants. The sustainability and continuity of the interactional

environment nurture the consistency of interaction patterns, and help constitute ethnic identity.

To understand regional !Xun society, it is necessary to study their familial/kin relationships

within a new theoretical framework. In contrast to traditionalist and revisionist analyses, this
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framework must treat ! Xun relationships with others as an intrinsic component of efforts to explain

the family/kinship. International society has recently recognized the San as an indigenous people in

southern Africa, and the San people have enjoyed increased political influence both within and

outside their living area. In this context, it is now particularly important to reconstruct the historical

relationships between the San and others, and to elucidate the process of identity formation among

the San people through careful examination of various research materials. Hence, a reconsideration

of the “family” in San studies leads us to reformulate our understanding of the social system in

which the San play an important role.
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