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Abstract

This paper examines the emergence and development of Minzoku studies (folklore/ethnol-
ogy) in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period, with focus on the trend of researchers and
material culture studies. In initial stage, TORII Ryuzo and INO Kanori were significant scholars
who had relationship with YANAGITA Kunio, the founder of Japanese Folklore. YANAGITA
also read the reports of field surveys on Taiwan indigenous people, that supported him to
conceptualize SANJIN (mountain people) theory. There were many articles on Taiwan in
Japanese folklore/ethnology journals, which showed Japanese researchers also had paid attention
to Taiwan. In Taiwan, the magazine Nanpo Minzoku (Southern ethnos) and Minzoku Taiwan
(Folk Taiwan) were launched. Researchers in Japan and Taiwan were closely related.
KANASEKI Takeo, was a major member of Minzoku Taiwan, respected YANAGITA as well as
YANAGI Muneyoshi who was the leader of the MINGEI (folk art) movement. IKEDA Toshio,
another major member, succeeded KANASEKI's stance and participated in Japanese folklore
studies and folk art movement in postwar Japan. As described above, the development of Taiwan
folklore studies during the colonial period were closely and mutually related to Japanese folklore
studies, that would be same to the folk art movement although not many mentioned.

Keywords : Taiwan, material culture studies, folklore, ethnology, folk art



