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A New Step Forward, Announced by the Perfect Coffee
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Filosofi Kopi is centered on a
café that the protagonist opened by
remodeling his father’s corner shop.
Jody, the manager, Ben, the barista,
and El, the licensed Q grader, all hold
grudges against their fathers who
disappeared suddenly before showing
them the way. When the three
succeed in their collaborative pursuit
of the perfect coffee, the result is
the sharing of a story over a cup of
coffee, accepting the lives that their
fathers led, and discovering the paths
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they should follow.

Indonesian films have frequently
addressed the social position of
minorities, such as Chinese, Gayonese
(Acehnese), and Christians who have
often been relegated to the periphery of
contemporary Indonesian history. This
film introduces the origins of its main
characters casually, depicting an ideal
world in which the question of minority
or majority is not raised in conversation.

Freed from his father's debt, Jody
makes a choice in the end that ultimate-

ly reaches back to his father's origins.
Having struggled under the negative
legacy of President Suharto, the “great
father” who led his people through state
power, Indonesian society has already
taken a new step forward.
Text by Nishi Yoshimi
-Associate Professor, Kyoto Univ.
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