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Shifting Gender Norms and Female Same-sex Intimacy in
Shojo Manga
An Analysis of Works in Shéjo Friend, 1963-1972
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& Abstract

Shojo manga is generally considered to depict romance, but female same-sex
intimacy is rarely depicted. This paper examines the representation of same-sex
intimacy in Shojo Friend from 1963 to 1972, and argues how same-sex intimacy was
treated in the process of introducing heterosexuality into shojo manga. Same-sex
intimacy was valued by traditional shojo culture, but as the value shifted toward the
celebration of heterosexuality progressed, it lost its value and came to be depicted
as hackneyed. Eventually, around 1970, when romance was firmly established in
magazines, same-sex intimacy was often marginalized and subordinated, reflecting
the gender order of heterosexual norms. However, even in this context, same-

60 PHBEILEIIV 1 -RBOEGERELFALOM®




sex intimacy continued to be portrayed while coming to terms with heterosexual
norms through familiar friendships that elicited sympathy from readers, same-sex
bonds through romance, strong same-sex intimacy in settings that did not conflict
with heterosexual norms, and the relativization of the deviant view of “female
homosexuality”.
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