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Early Childhood Education in National Common Curricular Base (BNCC) in
Brazil:
Children's Right to Learn and the Goals of Learning and Development

Noriko TAMURA

In Brazil, the Common National Curriculum Base (BNCC: Base Nacional Comum Curricular) was
created in 2017, providing a national common standard for early childhood education (ECE). The purpose
of this paper is to clarify the content of ECE in BNCC through its translation.

The BNCC shows what to learn in basic education (ECE, primary education, secondary education).
However, it is not legally enforceable but is a norm that guarantees a common level of learning for all
children. The BNCC has six rights to learn in ECE: (1) living together, (2) playing, (3) participating, (4)
exploring, (5) expressing, and (6) knowing oneself. To guarantee these learning rights and skill
development, the following five experience areas are set; (1) Lines, sounds, colors, shapes, (2) I, others, us,
(3) Bodies, gestures, movements, (4) Listening, speaking, thinking, imagining, (5) Space, time, quantity,
relationships, transformation. Based on these rights to learn and experience areas, the child's
developmental stages are divided into three, and learning and development goals are set for each group.

Through the analysis, the following two points can be noted regarding ECE in Brazil. One is that not
the educational goal, that is, what should be achieved, but the children's right to learn, that is, what
should be guaranteed is the core. The other is that ECE is positioned within the framework of basic
education, with the aim of pluralistically developing children and developing their abilities, which is

explained as a concept of "comprehensive education (educacio integral). "
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