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Utilizing the Chinese Language in Japan’s Intelligence Activities:
A Case Study of MOFA Officer Iwamura Shigemitsu (1876-1943)

WEN Qiuying

This paper aims to explore a new dimension in Japanese diplomatic history by examining how a foreign
language can be used to convey, collect, analyze and translate information in a diplomatic network. By
focusing on the long-overlooked Chinese language specialist and China expert, officer Iwamura
Shigemitsu (1867-1943), this paper offers a glimpse inside the intelligence strategies of Japan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) in relation to Chinese affairs during the prewar period. To better understand
Iwamura’s diplomatic activities in Chinese affairs and his attitudes towards the Chinese language, this
paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of officer Iwamura in the context of the utilization of the
Chinese language in the bureaucratic structure and the routes along which the collected intelligence
information was delivered. We gathered MOFA’s official documents, along with published essays, a
dictionary, and textbooks written by Iwamura to trace his activities and analyze the evolution of his

diplomatic work.
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