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sake of others. His life is brought to its perfection when he enters into
communion with the Absolutely Real. In this personal community on
the highest level lies tho essence of religion. Dr. Hatano explains his
thesis by clarifying the dialectie of life down from the natural, through
the cultural, up to the religious level.

There are three major problems discussed by this philosophy of religion.
They are: 1) What is the essence of religion? 2) What are philosophical
types of religion? 3) What is religious anthropolegy philosophically inter-
preted ? Dr. Hatuno, however, does nob dwell on these problems one by
one. Rather, he diseusses them together organieally. In ench section
he tries to find answers to them all.  His works indeed benr witness fo a
most penetrating thinking about veligon.

# The Japanese original of this article is to constitute the first chapter of the

awthor's larger article on *Dr, Hatano's Philosophy of Religion’ now in
preparation,

Hatano’s Philosophy of Religion in its

Relation to Schleiermacher.
By Yosuke Hamada

In this paper dedicated to the memory of his teacher, the writer points
out anew the close relationship which lies between Hatano’s philesophy
of religion and the religious thought of Sehleiermacher, who, besides
Luther, Kant and Hegel, was often mentioned by Habano himself among
his spiritunl forefathers. Hatano's idea ibtself of the philosophy of reli-
gion, in finding its task in ““the theoretical retrospection and the

39

reflexive self-understanding of religious experiences”, would not fail to
show the intluence powerfully exerted upen him by Schleiermacher, in
view of the latter’s insistence on the striet distinetion between the scien-
tific freatment of religion and the religious experience, or bebween the
knowledge concerning religion and the religion itself, putting thereby the

)
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stress upon the significance of religious experiences eategorially necessary
for the understanding of religion.

A partienlar point especially concerned the writer in proposing here
the re-examination of the above velationship. That is Hatano’s defence
of Bchleicrinacher in face of the eriticismn by Karl Bwrth, in which
Hatano's sympathy with Schleiermacer is revealed more clearly than
ever. Tor Hatano eonsiders Sehleiermacher, as Wilhelm Dilthey did, $o
be not o mueh a scholar of religion or a theologian as & genuine geunius
in religiosity who upon econseious self-reflection made explieit his own
religions experience oub of ibs vory depths, while Karl Barth as o theolo-
gian treats Schleiermacher solely from lis theologieal point of view.
Barth's eriticisin of Selhleiermacher was thus, aeccording to Hatano, not

a cribicism, but simply a ealwuniation.
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