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ENGLISH OUTLINES OF THE
MAIN ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears in prore than ong number of this
magazine s o bo grven together with the last instalpient of the article

God and Wisdom in Hebrew Thought *

By Tetsutaro Arviga

To Moses at Sinai-Horeb the 8l or ‘elohim of his fathers revealed
Himself as Yahweh which name was interpreted by B as T am that T
am’ (or, L-will-be-what-I~will-be, as Moifatt venders it).  According
to this interpretation, the person or ¢subjeet’ of God is more basie than
His ‘being’. He is a Ged who speaks to mawn and gives h'm a fask
to fulfil.  From this sort of experience of a personmal God, developed
later the cthical monotheism of the great prophets. I is revelatory and
non-rationalistic, something quite diffevent from philosophical monism.

In the Wisdom Literature, however, we find the intrnden into the
Hebrew religion of the coneeption of Wisdom (choklunih). Originally
the funetion of wisdom was nothing bub to give prudential counsels in
the form of proverbs, bub Iater, wisdom was hypostatized and given n
cosmic function in connection with creation and general vevelation (e. g,
Prov, 8: 224.). Thus the Hebrew religion was being rationalized and
universalized.  Wisdom, which was considered to be accessible to every-
body, constituted the essence of piety.

It was in the Book of Job that this sort of optimistic eoneeption of
Wisdom was challenged. Job does not doubt at all the existence of
God ; he does, however, doubt that Wisdom is so easy to find. From
his experience of unmerited suffering he had to learn that the Wisdom

,

of God is inserutable. So to him true wisdom should rather consist in



the vealization of the inserutability of the counsel of God and in the
hunible aceeptance of the limitations sct to human existence.  This
message: of the Book of Job is quite understandable as a corvollary of the
Hebrew theism which i3 essentially non-rationalistic. '

# Tor the Japancse original of the article, sec Vol XXXV, No, 8 & 9,

« (jentagelse ” of Sdren Kierkegaard

Iy Masaru Otani

i

Kiorkognard's coucePt * (fjenfagelse ™, which is usually translated as
“repetition”’, “reitevation”, “to do over again is in its esseutial
seuse a religious eategory which 18 to be transferved as ““to take back
in venewal  and if means < redintegratio in statum pristinun” as he
said himself jn his journal.  According to bis counvietion, ¢ Gjenfogelse ™

>

is o “new eategory ™ for explainiug the relation between < pagan ™ and
““ehristian 7, or immanence” and braunscendence . The place oecu-
pied. by the “intermnediation’” should have been originally the seat of
“(fjentugelse’”.  Therein it turns oub to be a true category of becoming,
and thus here the beeoming of freedom will be vealised through the
absolulely-contradiclorial selectivn of ¢ cither-ox . (Z/'C)z/(tgy<?lse iy a grave
of subjectivity, that is, the subjectivity-truth - Qies theve and vet exactly
thereupon it will be received back in renewal as the consciousuess of
the ul{ja«-iivz:/!/—z‘ruf}z, the new immanence. This Movement is esseutially
nob oply the aet of **taking back >’ whieh will be done by renching out
from his side, bub the passive action of ¢ receiving back -, Nevertheless,
this movement of “‘receiving back ” is nothing less than a deeision
which Is to be made with the whole pathiox of subjectivity. Therefore,

£}

“receiving back ” could be said to be, in spite of its passive character,
the mosb active function: infinite, inmer pwdhos is hmplied there. This is
exactly the reason why it could be vecompensed by the ““rengiral ’, that
accompanies the act of receiving back.  When, as in this case, the active
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