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The Concept of Kamma in the
Thought of Anatta

By Genjun Sasaki

In this article, I examined one of the most vehemently debated ques-
tions in connection with Buddhist Philosophy, i.e.: whether or not there
is inconsistency, between the theories of anatta (not-self) and kamma
(action). Substantially, in this paper, a logical survey of the problem
from the point of view of the Early Buddhist Canon will be suggested.
According to Buddhist Philosophy, we are taught that a human being has
no ‘self ”’, but at the same time we are taught the dogma of kamma,
a concept which would be impossible without the presupposition of a
of some sort. Thus a question has often been put to the
following effect: ¢ If a human being has no self, who and or what is it

ERd

¢ substance

that transmigrates according to his own action?”’

Now, the Buddhist proposition, ¢ All_ things are not-self,” would
seemingly be a case of the infinite judgement: S is non-A.” “In this
judgement, only A is completely excluded, that is, the possibility of all
other realms such as B, C, or D, etc. is implied in non-A. Hence the
judgement does not become absolutély established since no positive pro-
vision is made for the remaining realms such as B, C, or D, etc.;
consequently, when it is said that < All things are not-self,” then not-
self should be considered as a positive rather than a negative entity.

What, then, is this positive entity just mentioned ? It is nothing other
than Kamma. The positive something implied means that man knows
himself as being bound by kamma.

Though similar in form, the Buddhist formula and the infinite judge-
ment must be distinguished. The not-self does not mean a separate:
reality at all (as it would in the case of infinite judgement), as a sepa-
rate reality in any sense of the word is denied by the Buddhists. Not-
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self would have no reality and hence no validity. Not-self reveals itself
to man only because he is conscious of kamma. ‘

Kamma, in turn, usually finds itself involved in the experience of not-
self, which could, as we have seen, not appear but through kamma.
Kamma is first of all tested in anattd, but anattd is, in turn, tested by
kamma. Kamma is not separated from not-self (anattd) but it is the
categorical form of not-self.

These two doctrines were not preached from the philosophical point of
view. ‘Therefore, more important than the admission of incongruity
between the two doctrines is the fact that both are concentrated in the
experience of the person as a genuine unity. It is only the human
being who is able to involve both concepts of kamma and anatta as a
genuine unity, ‘

The Descartes’ Notion of Substance

By Tadashi Miwa

Tne Descartes’ notion of substance is of bad reputation among the
V historians of philosophy. But we must reject those criticisms which do
not make efforts to understand this notion without any prejudice.  This
noticn is to be examined in comparison with the notion of attribute or
of mode, and the question ashed particularly by the cartesian philosophy
is about the relation between substance and ¢ principal attribute ”’. MM.
Laporte, Alquié, etc. have indicated that in the philosophy of Descartes,
there can be distinguished two tendencies, one of which is to identify the
substance with its attribute or with its principal attribute, and the other
is to separate them. The opposition makes the starting-point of our
study.

According to the former tendency, influenced by the medieval realism
and moves with the current of modern idealism, we can take for su-
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