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self would have no reality and hence no validity. Not-self reveals itself
to man only because he is conscious of kamma. ‘

Kamma, in turn, usually finds itself involved in the experience of not-
self, which could, as we have seen, not appear but through kamma.
Kamma is first of all tested in anattd, but anattd is, in turn, tested by
kamma. Kamma is not separated from not-self (anattd) but it is the
categorical form of not-self.

These two doctrines were not preached from the philosophical point of
view. ‘Therefore, more important than the admission of incongruity
between the two doctrines is the fact that both are concentrated in the
experience of the person as a genuine unity. It is only the human
being who is able to involve both concepts of kamma and anatta as a
genuine unity, ‘

The Descartes’ Notion of Substance

By Tadashi Miwa

Tne Descartes’ notion of substance is of bad reputation among the
V historians of philosophy. But we must reject those criticisms which do
not make efforts to understand this notion without any prejudice.  This
noticn is to be examined in comparison with the notion of attribute or
of mode, and the question ashed particularly by the cartesian philosophy
is about the relation between substance and ¢ principal attribute ”’. MM.
Laporte, Alquié, etc. have indicated that in the philosophy of Descartes,
there can be distinguished two tendencies, one of which is to identify the
substance with its attribute or with its principal attribute, and the other
is to separate them. The opposition makes the starting-point of our
study.

According to the former tendency, influenced by the medieval realism
and moves with the current of modern idealism, we can take for su-
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bstances : thought, extension, the God of deism and the union of mind
and body. According to the latter, which belongs rather to the current
of modern realism, we can take for substances: the volitional self, the
unknown matter, and the God of theism. The former is the result of
Descartes’ intention to analyse thoroughly. Since several historians have
held this tendency to be the sole one, they have had to regard the physics
of Descartes as a mere deductive science without any regard to expe-
rience. But we hold that it is the latter tendency ’that should determine
what are properly to be called substances in Descartes’ philosophy. By
s0 judging we can better understand Descartes’ intention not to neglect
the part played by experience.

As to the substance itself, we may say that the substance of cartesian
philosophy is, properly speaking, < ce qui agit’’ as in the philosophy of
Leibniz.  But the action of the substance is: for the mind, the will;
for the matter, the action to produce in the mind the ideas of bodies ;
and for God, the action to create both mind and body. Thus we may
say that the cartesian notion of substance comprises the problen{s of
logic, experience and practice,



