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Academic scepticism. St. Augustine summarises here the scepticism
of the Academic School into two points: (1) nilil percipi posse, and (2)
null rei debere assenlire, and in concluding his criticism he insists that
knowledge is not something probalile as the Academicians teach, but
consists in scire based upon certitudo.  Thence he develops the episte-
mology of the Theory of the Two Worlds after the example of Plato.
But in distinction from the case of Plato, the phenomenal world is for
him not only opard, but also watura creata created by God ex nihilo.
Plato explains the relation between the Ideas and the world of pheno-
mena by means of the conception of participation, but if we look for
anything corresponding to participation in the case of St. Augustine, it
must be sought in ccelesiv, peceutwm, gratia, etc., these intermediating
between God :nd creatures. Thus it isthat in the theory of knowledge
of St. Augustine the doctrine of llwninativ plays so important a part.
St. Augustine excels Plato by far in his philosophy of belief, in spite
of his being a Platonist in his theory of knowledge. His overcoming
of scepsis was the way leading to his philosophy of belief.

The Problem of « Being” and ¢ Nothing ”
in Martin Heidegger

By Masuo Tanaka -

The uniqueness of the problem of ¢ Being’ (Sein) in Heidegger is
concentrated in the point that the question: ¢ Why is there any Being
(Seiendes) at all——why not rather Nothing ?’’ is to introduce the very
problem of Being. We are to inquire first of ¢ Nothing,”’ and not of
“Being”’, just because we have to think that ¢ the unfathomable and
unmanifest essence of Being is vouchsafed us by Nothing .

Being is something which we can never make an ‘“object” in any
sense of the word as against the ¢ subject”’, and which, moreover, in
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so far as we remain ¢ subjects >’ against mere ¢ objects’’, has already
been abandoned for that very reason. But the overwhelming power of
the negligence of this ¢ Being ~’——the subjest-object-ism in the modern
thought——seems to have reached its limit, and we are all experienc-
ing everywhere the s dread ”’ (Angst) for ‘“ Nothing ”’, for we are now
feeling that the whole world, having lost the brilliance of ¢ Being ”’, is
being, so to say, reduced to fading shadows, receding and slipping away
from our grips, so that we have nothing to hold on left for us.

Really, however, it is in this ¢“dread” for ¢ Nothing, it is to be
noted, that ¢ Waht-is-in-totality ”* (Seiendes im Ganzen) seems to appear
for the first time in its own ¢ Being ”’, not as ¢ object”’ in whatsoever
sense of the word as against the ¢ subject”. In brief, «“Nothing’’
leads to the original < overtness” (Offenheit) of the neglected «“ Being ”’,
so that ¢ Nothing ”’, 1 dare say, is nothing but ‘“ Being ”’ itself under a
certain limited situation. ‘



