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ENGLISH OUTLINES OF THE
MAIN ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears inmore than one number of this
magazine is to be given together with the last instalment of the article

Wilhelm Dilthey’s Philosophy of Life

Dy Shinobu Ishida

The dominant impulse in W. Dilthey’s philosophical thinking is * to
understand life out of life itself’’. The characteristic of his philosophy
then is that it always approaches life as manifested in the historical
world and that it opens within itself the horizon of historical consciousness.
Not only metaphysics but also positivism are rejected as merely one-
sided conceptual solidifications of the full living reality. His philosophy
thus aims to grasp and scientifically analyze such ¢ reality in pure
experience ’’ that is at once empirical and metaphysical, only to be
internally awared of in our lived experience (Erleben). Life is gedan-
keninissiy as well as unergrindich. Mental life is a structural system
comprising ixg itself various psychical facts and consequently is many-
sided. Philosophy is one of the functions of life which is to solve main
questions, i. e. riddles, of life and to elevate human mind to its auto-
nomy; and in this sense philosophy is the conceptual expression of a
Weltanschanung or Lebensanschounng. Philosophic systems stand thus
side by side against each other, each expressing one side of the reality
of life. The philoséphy of historical life, pursuing as it does the gene-
tic law, the structure and the types of Heltanscliamnnngen, becomes the

)

“ Weltanschauungslehire” or the  philosophy of philosophy *’, which also
clears the way for the law of the historical development of philosophy

to be made comprehensible,



