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ENGLISH OUTLINES OF THE
‘MAIN ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The owtline of suclh arn article as appears in more than one 1mber of this
magazine is to be given together with the lust instelment of the article

Kant’s Philosophy of 1listory

by Shéji Talkahashi

Kant’s philosophy of history is a practical philosophy. In this small
treatise I shall try to make clear this practical character.

For Kant, the character of human being in the organic nature is the
cultivation of human reason, which depends on the historical efforts that
man continues from generation to generation. Kant acquired his idea of
history from this cultural, historical nature of human being. In Kant
the history of mankind is a history of liberty, or that of progress which
is based on the spontaneity of the human will,

Though human history is a history of liberty, the progress of culture,
strictly speaking, can not be identified with the historical liberty which
mankind must realize in his history, because the progress of culture is
necessarily accompanied by ¢das radikale Bose’. Nor is the moral
liberty, which is defined as the final purpose of human being in the
Second Critique, to be identified with the historical liberty, for it is too
abstract to be so identified. Also the progress of culture must be denied
its relativity by the moral liberty, which, however, must be realized in
nature by means of culture. Therefore the moral cuiture, which con-
sists of synthesis of both, together with the establishment of a cosmo-
politan society (die weltbiirgerliche Gesellschaft>, which is the positive
condition of the moral culture, should be considered as the historical
liberty.



The realization of the cosmopolitan society, so far as ¢das radikale
Bose’ is the evil beyond human efforts, presupposes the postulate of
something which should be beyond all human abilities, It is the postu-
late of God. We can consider Kant’s postulate of God both as a realigious
belief and as a historical one. The former postulates God as the helper
of human efforts while the latter postulates God as the providence (die
Vorsehung) of nature which leads not only those who make their own
efforts, but aiso those who are unwilling, that is, as the master of nature
and even of ‘das radikale Bose’. Here ‘das radikale Bose’ has its
meaning as the promoter or medium of historical development. We can
see here the highest peak of Kant’s philosophy of history.

If we consider the postulate of God as a theoretical presupposition, it is
only an opinion. Kant denied all the possibility of an intuitive under-
standing whereby we may understand the providence of God. Therefore,
the overcoming of pessimism and conflict with ‘das radikale Bose’ in
Kant’s philosophy are only subjective. Here precisely we can see a
limitation of his philosophy.



