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(=) cf. Burnet, op. cit. p. 314, n. 4.
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(2) fr. 17.
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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears isn more than one siwnber of ths
magazive Is fo be glven together with the last iustalment of the ardicle

The « Indivisible ” in Pre-Socratic Philosoply

by Teruo Suzuki

It is by the Pythagoreans that the atom-concept was first introduced
into Greek philosophy. They thought that things are numbers, which
are aggregations of *‘units > (ev, #orac), and that the world consists
of these units, Although their “unit’ was originally mathematical,
they used it as a principle of their natural philosophy ; so that it came
to have a dual character, mathematical-physical. It is at the inconsis-
tency involved in this duality of their ¢ unit” that Zeno attacked with
his argument by *‘infinite division’’. Thereafter Leucippus put a stop
to Zeno’s in{inite division by setting his ““atom ™, i. e. ¢ indivisible
body > (uzorov cdia), from his purely physicist point of view, rehabili-
tating at the same time the being of the void (x¢vév), which had been
done away with by Parmenides. With both these, atoms and void, he
succeeded in explaining the multiplicity, coming-to-be, passing-away,
and change of things in this world, keeping consistency with the Eleatic
logic of being. The case of atom-concept in pre-Socratic philosophy may
thus be said to be an example of scientific refinement, proceeding from
the Pythagorean ¢ unit of indivisible smagnztude ™, full of inconsistencies,
on to the Atomists’ indivisible body. And the chief promoter of this
progress was the argument of Zeno.

On the other hand, the so-called pluralists, Empedocles and Anaxagoras,
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tried to solve the difficulties put forth by Parmenides, in a way quite
different from that of Atomists, Of these two pluralists, the former,
who in his work preceded Zeno, was not to conceive the latter’s pro-
blems: Zeno’s paradoxes were beyond the scope of his scientific outlook.
Anaxagoras did try to solve these problems, but in a direction quite
contrary to the Pythagoreans-Atomists. The line of development, Par-
menides—Empedocles—Zeno—Anaxagoras, which presents the order of
the works of these philosophers, is cbserved in this article as of contra-
atomistic character.
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