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‘THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears in more than one number of this
magasine is fo be given logether with the last instalment of the arficle

The Rise of Idealism in Ancient China.

By Toshio Shigesawa

The period of four or five hundred years of the first half of the Chou
dynasty (}1]), is regarded as the preparatory stage for the formation of
the idealistic philosophy in ancient China. In this period rational think-
ing conspicuously developed itself on the following three problems.
First comes the problem of morals in regard to which a kind of moralism
(Frs%) is emphasized. It is asserted that virtue is (1) a spiritual value
produced by man himself and that it is (2) a spiritual pleasure which
results from the control of sensual pleasures. In brief, virtue has come
to be regarded as a property of man as man, independent of any reli-
gious authorities., Furthermore, running parallel with the elaboration
of the list of moral virtues, their mutual relations also are rationally
explained.

JIn the second place, there is the problem of religious rites. It is
pointed out that merely formal perfection of religious rites is meaning-
less, and that a pious service for the divine spirits has no primary
singificance. Rather, the very nature of the spirits should, according
to the rationalists, be rationally re-interpreted. It was during this
period that the concept of ‘heaven’ began losing its ¢ personal’
character, finally to be transformed into an abstract principle.

The third problem concerns the interpretation of the 7 (%). Over
against traditional mystical interpretation are now proposed symbolical

1



as well as purely rationalistic interpretations of it.

After such a preparatory stages there appeard Méng tzx (7). He
researched into human nature itself which lies behind all human pheno-
mena, and found it to be good. In order to get at this conclusion, he
could not rely on experience but only on the logic of reason. This fact
can not be overestimated for understanding the history of rationalistic
view of the world.

The doctrine of the mean in the “ Ching Ywng ' (t1)jf) and the doctrine
of filial duty in the “ Hsiao Ching ™ (#38) and the “ Ta Tai L7 (il
iy do not only teach the most basic moral laws, but the ultimate
principles of the cosmos. These philosophies are not empirically con-
structed but developed wholly on the ground of rational logic. Here it
is rationally demonstrated that the divine is immanent as well as trans-
cendent, and such a conception of the divine-human relationship has for
the first time made the permanent co-existence of God and man possible.

Uber die Kantische Scheidung
von Recht und Moral

von  Kunio Toki

Kant spielte eine grofe Rolle auch in der Rechtsphilosophie dadurch,
den Gedanken iiber die Scheidung von Recht und Moral, der schon von
Thomasius gezeigt worden war, methodisch zu vertiefen. Der Unterschied
von Recht und Moral besteht, nach Kant, darin, dajf das Recht sich nur
mit ,, Legalitdt ’ begniigt, wihrend die Moral ,, Moralitit ”* fordert, und
daf das Recht daher mit dem #uferen Zwang verbunden werden kann,
den die Moral von sich ausschlieft.

Andererseits aber gehort das juridische Gesetz mit dem ethischen Gesetze
zum Gesetze der Freiheit, das moralisch (im weiteren Sinne) im Unter-
schied von dem Naturgesetze heifft. Und dem moralischen Gesetze iiber-
haupt, sei es ethisch oder juridisch, widersprechen die Legalitit und der
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